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Introductory Statement 
 
Ratification of the ARTS WORK: Visual and Performing Arts Education Grant, Program III (1)-93, 
submitted under provisions of California Department of Education, (Proposition 98) Program 
20.10.035, for FY 2003-2004. 
 
 
Background 
 
Many classroom teachers feel they do not have the time or expertise to provide standards-based arts 
instruction.  VAPA implemented the I CAN (Improve Children’s Arts Now) Initiative at “model” 
schools in the 2001-2002 school year to bring arts specialists together with classroom teachers to 
focus on quality arts instruction.  As a two-year site-embedded professional development model, the 
I CAN Initiative is providing an initial step at improving arts instruction at the elementary level.  
The first two “model” school sites (E.B. Scripps and Sunset View) completed their training during 
the 2002-2003 school year.  Teachers and artists demonstrated a dramatic increase in their 
understanding of arts standards and the ability to create and teach standards-based arts lessons. 
 
This funding will provide program and instructional support to an additional I CAN school site that 
will be identified by Instructional Leaders, in cooperation with the school principal.  Currently 
Loma Portal and Florence elementary schools are in their second year of training and this grant will 
provide funding for another school so that more students and teachers can benefit from this 
successful program to bring more arts to elementary school students. 
 
 
Instructional Implications 
 
As a two-way professional development model, where artists improve their teaching skills and 
classroom teachers build their capacity to teach the arts, the goals of the funding are directly related 
to improving instructional practice.  The funding will provide program and instructional support 
through site-embedded professional development during weekly arts blocks for all students at the 
school site (20 weeks total).  The funding will also provide materials and supplies to support 
standards-based arts instruction. 
 
 
Ratification Rationale:  At the time of Executive Committee approval of the ARTSWORK grant 
submission, the State’s budget proposed the consolidation of the ARTSWORK grant funds into 
block grants to school districts.  Since the funding was not secured for the ARTSWORK grants, 
VAPA did not proceed with obtaining Board approval.  In July, the State secured the ARTSWORK 
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funding separate from the block grants.  VAPA was notified in September that the school district 
would receive full funding. 
 
Facilities Implications 
 
There are no facilities implications associated with this agenda item. 
 
Budget Implications 
 

It is estimated that the cost of this project FY 2003-2004, will be $22,000.  The funding for this 
project will be provided by the California Department of Education.  The direct cost of $21,494 will 
be paid by the funding source.  The indirect allowance (2.3%) for administrative costs of $506 will 
be paid by the funding source. 
 
 
Public Support and Engagement Implications 
 
Public support exists for programs that provide funding for the development and implementation of 
arts-based curriculum aligned with state standards. 
 
 
Policy Implications 
 
The request for ratification of this application complies with Board Policy D-3000. 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
The superintendent recommends that the board approve the ratification of ARTS WORK: Visual 
and Performing Arts Education Grant, Program III (1)-93 grant application, for FY 2003-2004. 
 
 
Prepared by Dr. Ella Steinberg 
 
ES: no 
 
 


