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Introductory Statement 
 
Ratification of the ARTS WORK: Visual and Performing Arts Education Grant, Program III (3)-42, 
submitted under provisions of California Department of Education, (Proposition 98) Program 
20.10.035, for FY 2003-2004. 
 
 
Background 
 
This project will enable the District to continue to participate in the Model Arts Program (MAP) 
Network, comprised of 50 districts throughout California.  In addition, the District will continue its 
indepth evaluation of arts programming and support at schools enrolling 9th through 12th grade 
students and will work with district arts teachers to develop a district-wide understanding of 
“academic rigor” in high school arts courses designed to meet UC/CSU entrance requirements.  
District art teachers will develop a rigorous course of study for each of these courses with 
accompanying sample units of study, based on the backwards design model, to help align and unify 
district-wide courses throughout all high schools. 
 
 
This funding will allow district representatives to participate in state and local MAP network 
meetings and will provide direct support to district arts teachers to participate in the process of 
developing a rigorous course of study for high school arts courses.  The VAPA department supports 
teacher involvement at all levels of curriculum development and this funding will support teachers 
to attend meetings and to develop materials for use in their classrooms. 
 
 
Instructional Implications 
 
The MAP Network will guide the current instructional program by focusing on the following 
instructional objective: to improve standards-based arts curriculum and preparing high schools to 
meet UC/CSU entrance requirements.  Through working together, district arts teachers will focus on 
improving instructional practice through “unpacking” standards, identifying minimum 
competencies and developing units of study. 
 
 
Ratification Rationale:  At the time of Executive Committee approval of the ARTSWORK grant 
submission, the State’s budget proposed the consolidation of the ARTSWORK grant funds into 
block grants to school districts.  Since the funding was not secured for the ARTSWORK grants, 
VAPA did not proceed with obtaining Board approval.  In July, the State secured the ARTSWORK 
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funding separate from the block grants.  VAPA was notified in September that the school district 
would receive full funding. 
 
 
Facilities Implications 
 
There are no facilities implications associated with this agenda item. 
 
 
Budget Implications 
 
It is estimated that the cost of this project FY 2003-2004, will be $25,000.  The funding for this 
project will be provided by the California Department of Education.  The direct cost of $24,425 will 
be paid by the funding source.  The indirect allowance (2.3%) for administrative costs of $575 will 
be paid by the funding source. 
 
Public Support and Engagement Implications 
 
Public support exists for programs that provide funding to improve arts-based curriculum. 
 
 
Policy Implications 
 
The request for ratification of this application complies with Board Policy D-3000. 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
The superintendent recommends that the board approve the ratification of ARTS WORK: Visual 
and Performing Arts Education Grant, Program III (3)-42 grant application, for FY 2003-2004. 
 
 
Prepared by Dr. Ella Steinberg 
 
ES: no 
 
 


