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Introductory Statement 
 
The Fanno Academy has submitted an application to the Board of Education for the approval of the 
school’s petition and charter.  The Fanno Academy has incorporated the district’s charter school policy 
and guidelines into the proposed charter. 
 
Background 
 
On September 29, 2003, the complete Fanno Academy petition and charter were submitted by Sharon 
Grant-Henry on behalf of the charter petitioners.  A copy of the petition and the proposed charter are 
included with this report as Attachment A. The Board of Education held a public hearing for the 
proposed charter on October 14, 2003. 
 
Education Code section 47605(a)(1)(B) states that a petition for a charter school may be signed by a 
number of teachers that is equivalent to at least one-half of the number of teachers the charter school 
estimates will be employed at the school during its first year of operation.  The charter school estimates 
a minimum of eleven teachers will be employed in the first year of operation.  Eleven teachers have 
signed the petition, and six is a number that meets the statutory signature requirement.   
 
Fanno Academy proposes to be a grade K through 8 school.  The school proposes to open in the fall of 
2004-2005 with an enrollment of approximately 185 students in grades K-6.  The charter school will add 
seventh and eighth grade classes in subsequent years until reaching maturation with approximately 225 
students.  While the specific location of Fanno Academy is still in the planning stage, the school will 
target for recruitment African-American students living in the area known as the Diamond District in 
Southeast San Diego.   
 
Fanno Academy will provide an African-centered curriculum designed to meet the needs of African-
American students as well as all other students of the Diamond District of Southeast San Diego.  The 
best practices of a traditional approach to teaching (i.e. modeling, observation, cooperation, problem 
solving and experiential learning) will be used along with the best practices of the western educational 
system (active, constructive, directive, authentic, cooperative and reflective).  The “Rites of Passage” 
school structure will group student into “homeroom” classes by age, and when students are older, also 
by gender.  Students will undertake various academic, social cultural and physical challenges in order to 
progress to the next stage of the Rites.  Students will be encouraged to excel both individually and in 
groups so that the talents of the entire learning community can be fully cultivated.   
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The Fanno Academy proposes to have its students meet all California Content Standards adopted by the 
California State Board of Education.  The school will comply with all state assessment requirements that 
are applicable to charter schools.  The Fanno Academy will operate as a nonprofit benefit corporation, or 
501c3, public charter school.  Governance and policy-making authority and fiduciary responsibility for 
Fanno Academy will rest with the Fanno Academy Council of Elders. The Fanno Academy proposes to 
be part of the District SELPA and, as set forth in the district’s Charter School Policy and Guidelines, to 
exercise Option 1 for purposes of delivering special education services.  
 
Consistent with procedures articulated in the district’s Charter School Policy and Guidelines, staff have 
met to determine whether the petition complies with the requirements of district policy, charter school 
law, and other applicable requirements.  As called for in the policy, staff have also consulted with the 
petitioners during the charter evaluation process.  Staff review reveals that the proposed charter as now 
presented meets all requirements, and staff pose no objection to the charter being approved by the board 
at this time. 
 
Instructional Program Implications 
 
The curriculum and instructional program are described in the charter proposal.  Approval of the charter 
petition will not impact district instructional programs. 
 
Facilities Implications 
 
The specific location of the Fanno Academy is still in the planning stage.  Ideally the school will be 
located in Diamond District of Southeast San Diego as the school will target for recruitment students 
living in that area of  San Diego.   
 
Pursuant to Proposition 39, Fanno Academy may submit to the district a request for facilities.  In the 
event that the district does not or cannot participate in the provision of a facility, Fanno Academy will be 
prepared to secure its own facility. Any facility secured by the petitioners will meet all city codes for 
San Diego. 
 
Budget Implications 
 
The computation, allocation and disbursement of public funds for charter schools is now governed by 
Education Code section 47630 et seq.  Generally, the State Superintendent of Education is required to 
annually compute and allocate to each charter school the school’s general purpose entitlement and 
categorical block grant.  The San Diego Unified School District Revenue Limit Rate is $4,711.10 per 
student.  However, the district must disburse to each charter school it has authorized funding provided 
by the Charter School General Purpose Block Grant at the following rates: $ 4,512.00 per K-3 student; 
$4,571.00 per 4-6 student; $4,695.00 per 7-8 student; and $5,451.00 per 9-12 student. 
 
A charter school may elect to receive its general purpose entitlement and block grant funds directly from 
the state or through the sponsoring school district.  The Fanno Academy has chosen to receive its 
funding direct from the state.  In addition, a sponsoring school district must annually transfer to each of 
its charter schools the school’s prescribed share of property taxes. 
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Public Support and Engagement Implications 
 
There are no direct implications to the district in this area from the operation of a charter school. 
 
Board Policy Implications 
 
Approval of an adequate charter, or denial of a charter where warranted, is consistent with existing 
Board of Education policy contained in H-1800. 
 
Recommendation 
 
The superintendent recommends that the Board of Education approve the Fanno Academy charter 
school petition and charter as now presented by the petitioners with the following condition: 
• The opening of Fanno Academy, after charter approval, will be conditioned upon the petitioners 

submitting a revised budget, based upon the May revise, to the District by June 30, 2004 
 
 
Report prepared by Chief of Staff, Terrance L. Smith 
/jmw 
 
Attachment A: Fanno Academy Petition and Charter 
 
 


