
*On the May 13, 2003 report, this amount was $48,025,478.  At that meeting the Board directed staff to include 
Point Loma High School in the Title I program for 2003-2004, increasing the total cost of the program to 
$48,241,575. 
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Introductory Statement 
 
Title I allocations to eligible schools and central offices must be revised to reflect the new 
district entitlement and actual 02/03 ending balance that fall short of the estimates used in the 
Title I Ranking and Participation Plan, 2003-2004, approved by the Board of Education on 
May 13, 2003.  The revisions will not result in the reduction of any existing programs. 
 
 
 
Background 
 
A. Title I Entitlements and Carryover Balances 
 
In the spring of each year district staff has to project the amount of Title I funds the district 
will receive the following year in order to obtain timely approval of the Title I ranking and 
funding report and submit the Consolidated Application in early June.  Using the best 
information available from the U. S. Department of Education (USDE) and the California 
Department of Education (CDE) in spring 2003, staff projected an increase in the district�s 
2003-2004 entitlement of approximately $4 million.  Accordingly, the Title I Ranking and 
Participation Plan, 2003-2004, used a projected entitlement of $48,241,575* as a basis for 
allocation of resources to eligible school sites and central offices.  The CDE recently 
announced school districts� preliminary Title I entitlements on its web site, and San Diego�s 
entitlement of $46,647,469 falls short of the earlier estimate by approximately $1.6 million.  
 
In recent years since the late 1990s, the USDE has determined school district entitlements 
through the use of a calculated figure that included averaging of the 1990 census poor 
numbers and a calculated estimate for the 1997 poverty.  This strategy was approved by the 
National Academy of Sciences because they recognized there had been tremendous change in 
demographics in many areas of the country.  Now, the 2000 census figures are available and 
the USDE used the numbers of youngsters reported as Census Poor, Neglected, and Foster 
children to determine San Diego City Schools� number of Formula Children and the resulting 
Title I entitlement for 2003-2004.  The dramatic reduction of over 10,000 Formula Children 
from the 1990 Census to the 2000 Census had a definite impact on the amount of Title I funds 
the district will receive.  The chart on the next page shows the changes in each category of 
youngsters and the overall reduction in the number of Formula Children in the San Diego City 
Schools area. 
 

 



Revisions to Title I Funding, 2003-2004 
Page 2 
 
 

 

 
 

 Federal Census Poverty Data and Change 
 Compare Census of 1990 to Census of 2000 

 
Child Category 1990 2000 Change 

1.  Census Poor in SDUSD area 46,587 36,751 (9,836) 

2.  Neglected        161        166           5 

3.  Foster     1,231     1,039        (192) 

4.  Total Formula Children   47,979   37,956    (10,023) 

5.  Child Population 5-17 years old 166,212 158,760     (7,452) 

6.  Concentration of Poverty (%)  28.87%  23.91%    -4.96% 

 
(Concentration of Poverty = Total Formula Children/Child Population 5-17 years old.) 
 
The $1.6 million decrease in Title I entitlement is a problem that must be resolved, but it 
would be misleading to limit the discussion to the entitlement for 2003-2004. An estimate of 
the 02/03 ending balance was factored into the overall expenditure plan for each school and 
central office involved in the Title I program.  In May 2003, district staff projected that $15 
million would be carried over to 2003-2004, but actual ending balances totaled only $9.5 
million, the result of an increased amount of Title I expenditures at the end of the 2002-2003 
school year.  This loss of $5.5 million in anticipated carryover funds compounds the 
entitlement problem. 
 
In summary, the estimated entitlement of $48 million, added to the projected carryover 
balance of $15 million, resulted in an estimate of over $63 million available for 2003-2004.  
In fact, the entitlement of $46.6 million, plus $9 million in carryover, resulted in only $55.6 
million available for Title I program in 2003-2004.  These two factors�a lower than expected 
entitlement and a lower than expected carryover balance�combine to produce a reduction of 
$7.4 million in funds available for the district Title I program in 2003-2004.   
 
The remainder of this report proposes various actions to enable the district to make the 
required adjustments in expenditures, revisions in the allocations to school site and central 
offices that provide support to Title I schools and programs, in order to react to reduced 
resources. 
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B. Revised Funding Allocations 
 
Two areas of the district receive Title I allocations: Title I schools and central offices that 
provide support services to Title I schools and/or centrally coordinate programs focused on 
certain Title I student groups.  Proposed reductions and other changes are discussed in the 
next two sections.    
 
1. Title I Schools  
 

a. School Allocations 
 

On May 13, 2003, the Board approved a three-tiered funding level for Title I schools, 
with allocations divided equally between site funds directed to the Blueprint and site 
discretionary funds. 

 
    $650 per student at the highest poverty (85 percent to 100 percent) schools  
    $450 per student at schools with poverty levels between 60 percent and 84 percent 

                $300 per student at schools with poverty levels between 40 percent and 59 percent 
 

  The following proposed revisions total $3.3 million in reduced allocation: 
 

TABLE 1 
 

                      Allocations Approved by                         Proposed Revised Allocations 
                      the Board on May 13, 2003                                     2003-2004 

Poverty% Per Pupil Blueprint Discretionary Per Pupil Blueprint Discretionary 

85%-100% $650 $325 $325 $650 $325 $325 

60%-84% $450 $225 $225 $375 $150 $225 

40%-59% $300 $150 $150 $200 $  50 $150 

 
• Every school in the highest poverty tier will continue to receive $650 per student, 

approved by the Board on May 13, 2003 (see first row of the table). 
• Every school will receive the same amount of discretionary funds that it would 

have received under the schedule approved on May 13, 2003 (see bold 
Discretionary columns above). 

• All Title I schools will receive more discretionary funds than they did in 2002-
2003 (compare the two Discretionary columns below). 
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TABLE 2 
 

                                         2002-2003 Allocations             2003-2004 Proposed Allocations 
Poverty % Allocation $ Discretionary $ Allocation $ Discretionary $ 
85%-99% $340 $68 $650 $325 
60%-84% $250 $50 $375 $225 
40%-59% $180 $36 $200 $150 

 
• Every school will receive an increase in its total Title I allocations, compared to 

2002-2003, except for three schools in the middle tier (Jefferson, Riley, and 
Y.O.U.) and eight schools in the lowest tier (Lee, Miller, Fletcher, Cubberley, 
Hawthorne, Cabrillo, Madison, and Twain).  In each of these eleven schools, 
reduced allocations are due to a decline in numbers of funded students at the 
school.  In many cases this reduction also caused the school to fall into a lower 
poverty tier that is funded at a smaller per-pupil amount, further reducing the 
school�s 2003-2004 allocation. 

 
• Schools in the middle tier (60 percent to 84 percent poverty) and lowest tier (40 

percent to 59 percent poverty) will receive fewer funds to target Blueprint 
activities at their site (in TABLE I compare the two �Per-Pupil� columns under 
Allocations Approved and Proposed Revised Allocations).  This proposed 
reduction in Blueprint funding is consistent with current program planning for 
these sites and will not result in a reduction of Blueprint services at these schools.  
In other words, the May 13 site allocation levels for the Blueprint were in excess 
of what is required to fully fund the Title I Blueprint strategies at the sites.  

 
Attachment 1 presents the proposed revised site allocations for 2003-2004, along 
side the allocations received in 2002-2003.  Attachment 2 compares the tentative 
with the proposed revised site allocations for 03/04. 

 
b. One-Percent Parent Involvement Funds 
 

There is no change in the funds allocated to school sites to meet the Parent 
Involvement required reservations in NCLB. 

 
c. Title I Blueprint Funds 
 

It is important to note that all other Title I funds allocated to the Blueprint are located 
in the Title I Central Reservations for Blueprint strategies.  The amount of these funds, 
approximately $15.5 million, will remain available for use in central Blueprint 
strategies, at the same level approved by the Board on May 13, 2003.   
 
Of the $15.5 million approximately $1.4 million in Title I Central Reservations was set 
aside in the Blueprint, to support the accelerated classroom concept for retained 
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students at Grade 1.  Since the actual retained students at Grade 1 are far less than 
projected, there is a savings of 1.4 million.  It was previously decided to discontinue 
use of this strategy, but retain the funds to support more effective strategies that would 
be developed by elementary site principals working with their instructional leaders. 
(This decision was made by the Board in their approval of the report, �Blueprint for 
Student Success, 2003-2004� on May 13, 2003.)  At this time, staff proposes 
withdrawal of the Title I funds ($1.4 million) from the $2 million to help bridge the 
budget gap.  
 
In summary, this action, if approved, will allow the district to suspend $1.4 million in 
Title I funds, appropriations. 
   

2. Central Offices, including centrally coordinated programs  
 
The reminder of required reductions in Title I allocations will be accomplished 
through funding shifts to other resources.  The primary shift may occur in the area of 
transportation as NCLB requirements may be satisfied through expenditure of TIIG 
funds on existing bus routes under the VEEP and Magnet programs. 

 
 

Instructional Implications 
 
The instructional impact of the reduction in Title I resources will be minimal.  Blueprint 
programs will remain at the level previously planned.  Funding shifts from Title I and other 
sources will preserve other aspects of the instructional program both at site and central levels. 
 
Budget Implications 
 
The district will receive approximately $46.6 million in Title I funds in 2003-2004, $1.4 
million less than the projection.  The actual ending balance of $9 million is $6 million less 
than projected.  These two factors, a lower than expected entitlement and a lower than 
expected carryover balance combine to produce a reduction of $7.4 million in funds available 
for the district Title I program in 2003-2004, which must be offset by reduced allocations and 
funding shifts.   
 
Facilities Implications 
 
There are no facilities implications associated with this report. 
 
Public Support and Engagement 
 
District staff initially met with David Page, Chairperson of the District Advisory Committee 
(DAC), on October 10, 2003, to discuss the proposed revisions.  At the meeting, Mr. Page 
understood the time restraints and was satisfied there was ample opportunity for the DAC to 
respond.  District staff presented/will present the reduced amount of Title I entitlement to the 
DAC at its regular meetings on October 15, 2003 and November 19, 2003, along with the 
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proposed reductions discussed in this report.  Staff shared the need to reduce site allocations, 
along with reductions in other areas, and answered questions from DAC members.  The 
members recognized the need to make reductions in the budget that was approved by the 
Board on May 13, 2003, and they were pleased to learn that site-level reductions would be 
made only to the Blueprint portion of the site allocations.  DAC members have responsibility 
to discuss this information with their SSCs, to let them know that the Discretionary portions 
of the site allocations will continue to be available at the levels approved on May 13.  They 
also were pleased to learn that, despite the reduction in the district entitlement, there would be 
no corresponding reduction in the per-pupil amount of the one percent Parent Involvement 
funds provided to the sites by Title I.  Those funds will be allocated to schools at the level of 
$6.52 per funded student, as approved by the Board on May 13, 2003.  DAC Chairperson, 
David Page, was provided a copy of this report and might submit comments prior to the Board 
meeting. 
 
Policy Implications 
 
The funding proposals presented in this report comply with exiting board policies B-6000, D-
3000, and K-2000. 
 
Recommendations 
 
The superintendent recommends that the Board of Education 
 
• Approve the revised funding levels for schools, including reductions in the Blueprint 

portion of site allocations, described in this report and displayed on Attachment 1. 
 
 
Report prepared by Scott Patterson, Chief Financial Officer; Art Palkowitz, Manager of 
Resource Development; Roxie Knupp, Former Manager of Sponsored Programs 
 
SHP:AP:RFK 
 
Attachment 1:  Final Title I Ranking and Funding Levels 2003-2004 
Attachment 2:  Comparison of Final Title I Allocation to May 13, 2003, Tentative Allocation 


