
 

SAN DIEGO CITY SCHOOLS 
Office of the Superintendent 

 
APPLICATION FOR THE APPROVAL OF THE AMENDED PETITION AND CHARTER  

FOR THE MEMORIAL ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL 
 

October 14, 2003 (No action) 
November 18, 2003 

 
 

Introduction 
 
The Memorial Academy Charter School has submitted an application to the Board of Education for an amendment of the 
school�s charter allowing the school to serve students in grades 6-9.   
 
Background 
 
Memorial Academy Charter School converted to charter status in the fall of 1995 and, in the 2002-03 school year, had an 
enrollment of approximately 1620 students in grades 7-9.  The school is located at 2850 Logan Avenue and maintains an 
attendance boundary similar to the boundary that existed at the time of conversion. The Memorial Academy Charter School 
operates as an arm-of-the-district charter school.   
 
In prior board action, the board approved the grade reconfiguration of the Memorial Academy Charter School in order to 
reconfigure grades of district middle schools and alleviate overcrowding at San Diego High School.  The recommendation 
contained in this report would approve an amendment to the charter of the Memorial Academy Charter School allowing the 
school to serve students in grades 6-9 commencing in September of 2003. Academic Performance Index results from the 
2002-03 school year indicate that the school met API growth targets, improving from an API base score of 490 to a base 
score of 533. 
 
Education code section 47607 provides that a material revision of a charter may be made only with the 
approval of the governing board that approved the charter, and using the standards and criteria for initial 
approval of charters set out in Education Code section 47605.  Section 47605, as applied to revisions, 
requires approval of a material revision if the revision is consistent with sound educational practice.  A 
material revision may not be disapproved unless it presents an unsound educational program, the charter 
school is demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement the revision, or the affected charter elements 
are not sufficiently described.  Staff have reviewed the charter amendment application and recommend 
its approval.  
 
Instructional Implications 
 
Approval of the charter amendment application will not have an impact on district instructional 
programs beyond what was already identified and approved in the February 25, 2003 action item �San 
Diego High School Reconfiguration.� 
 
Facilities Implications 
 
Approval of the charter amendment application will not have an impact on district facilities beyond what 
was already identified and approved in the February 25, 2003 action item �San Diego High School 
Reconfiguration.�
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Budget Implications 
 
Approval of the charter amendment application will not have an impact on the district budget beyond what was already 
identified and approved in the February 25, 2003 action item �San Diego High School Reconfiguration.� 
 
Public Support and Engagement Implications 
 
Approval of the charter amendment application will not have an impact on public support and engagement beyond what was 
already identified in the February 25, 2003 action item �San Diego High School Reconfiguration.� 
 
Policy Implications 
 
Amendment of a charter, or denial of a charter amendment as warranted, is consistent with existing Board of Education 
policy contained in H-1800. 
 
Recommendation 
 
The Board of Education has the following options:  (1) approve the charter amendment as now presented by the petitioners;  
(2) approve the charter amendment on such conditions as may be prescribed by the Board of Education; or (3) deny the 
charter amendment.   The superintendent recommends that the board approve the charter amendment as now presented by the 
petitioners.  
 
Report prepared by Terrance L. Smith 
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