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Introductory Statement 
 
On January 14, 2003 the Board of Education adopted an interim policy, H-6980, governing the 
use of cell phones and other electronic devices on school campuses. At that time the Board 
directed that the policy be reviewed during the 2003-2004 school year. A committee of 
Principals and Parents, as provided in Attachment A, met to review the interim policy on 
November 12, 2003. 
 
Background 
 
SB 1253 gives local school boards the right and responsibility of establishing policies regulating 
students’ possession and use of cellular phones (cell phones) and other electronic signaling 
devices such as pagers on school campuses. The new law, effective January 1, 2003, makes 
obsolete a previous state law that prohibited the possession and use of such devices by students 
on school campuses statewide. 
 
California law has prohibited schools from permitting the possession or use of any electronic 
signaling device that operates through the transmission or receipt of radio waves by pupils of the 
schools while the pupils are 1) on campus, 2) attending school-sponsored activities, or 3) while 
under the supervision and control of school district employees, without the prior consent of the 
principal or his or her designee. SB 1253, codified in the Education Code in Section 48901.5 and 
effective January 1, 2003, now authorizes individual school district governing boards to regulate 
the use of such devices. The law precludes boards from prohibiting a pupil from using an 
electronic signaling device if it is determined to be essential for the health of the pupil, as 
prescribed. 
 
The Legislature has made clear that the new law is not intended to encourage students to use 
electronic signaling devices at school. Rather, the law is intended to recognize that school boards 
are positioned to determine the policy on the use and possession of such devices that is best for 
their schools. 
 
On January 14, 2003 a workgroup of district principals and parents met to review interim policy 
H-6980. In advance of their meeting, workgroup members were provided with the interim policy 
and Senate Bill 1253 outlining the current legislation regarding cell phones and other signaling 
devices. 
 



Policy Recommendation Regarding Student Possession and Use of Cellular Telephones and 
Other Electronic Signaling Devices in Schools 
Page 2 
 
There was thoughtful discussion and consideration of the current policy. The workgroup’s 
recommendation is to add language regarding use on school buses to the interim policy.  
 
The Policy would now read: 
 

Student possession and use of cellular phones, pagers and other electronic signaling 
devices on school campuses, at school-sponsored activities, and while under the 
supervision and control of school district employees is permitted under the circumstance 
described herein.  
 
All students may use these devices on campus and school buses before school begins and 
after school ends. Students in high school grades 9-12 also may use such devices during 
the lunch period. 
 
These devices must be kept out of sight and turned off during the instructional program. 
Unauthorized use of such devices disrupts the instructional program and distracts from 
the learning environment. Therefore unauthorized use is grounds for confiscation of the 
device by school officials, including classroom teachers. Repeated unauthorized use of 
such devices may lead to disciplinary action. 

 
Workgroup members believe, with this addition, the policy strikes an appropriate balance 
between providing for student safety and convenience and assuring a learning environment free 
from unnecessary distractions. Members recommend the policy for approval by the San Diego 
Unified School District Board of Education. 
 
Instructional Implications 
 
The proposed policy seeks to preserve a learning environment free of the distractions that might 
well result from unencumbered use of cell phones and other electronic signaling devices by 
students on school campuses, on school buses and at school-sponsored events. 
 
Facilities Implications 
 
The proposed policy has no facilities implications 
 
Budget Implications 
 
The proposed policy has no budget implications 
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Public Support and Engagement Implications 
 
Parents recommended by workgroup principals participated in and support the proposed policy. 
 
Policy Implications 
 
This report recommends final adoption of Board Policy H-6980 as written in this report. 
 
Recommendation 
 
The Superintendent recommends that the Board approve the following policy as Board Policy  
H-6980 and direct staff to include in district procedures appropriate information and directions 
regarding the consequences of unauthorized use of the devices described: 
 

Student possession and use of cellular phones, pagers and other electronic signaling 
devices on school campuses and school buses, at school-sponsored activities and while 
under the supervision and control of school district employees is permitted under the 
circumstance described herein. 
 
All students may use these devices on campus before school begins and after school ends. 
Students in high school grade 9-12 also may use such devices during the lunch period. 
 
These devices must be kept out of sight and turned off during the instructional program. 
Unauthorized use of such devices disrupts the instructional program and distracts from 
the learning environment. Therefore unauthorized use is grounds for confiscation of the 
device by school officials, including classroom teachers. Repeated unauthorized use of 
such devices may lead to disciplinary action. 
 

Prepared by Joanne Wall and Sue Weir for Mary Hopper, chief academic officer, Office of 
Instructional Support 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


