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Introductory Statement 
 

This report brings forward a recommendation to recognize students in the classes of 2004 and 2005 
who have already passed the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) with a 
certificate of accomplishment upon graduation. 
 
Background 
 

In July 2003, the California Board of Education (CDE) delayed the CAHSEE as a requirement of 
graduation for two years.  The action means that students in the classes of 2004 and 2005 are no 
longer required to pass the exit exam as a condition of earning a high school diploma.  In 
September 2003, the CDE directed that local school districts may award a special certificate of 
accomplishment to students in the classes of 2004 and 2005 that have already passed both portions 
(English language arts and mathematics) of the exit exam.  In addition, the CDE allowed districts 
to administer and score a secured version of the current exit exam to students who still want the 
opportunity to pass the test and receive the certificate, even though the examination is no longer a 
requirement of graduation for them as members of the classes of 2004 and 2005. 
 
The district must decide the following: 
 

1. Whether to acknowledge students in the class of 2004 and class of 2005 who have passed both 
portions of the CAHSEE.  To support this effort, the state has developed a certificate of 
accomplishment that may be distributed at the time of graduation. If the district chooses to 
offer the certificate, it must underwrite associated costs.  However, such costs would be 
minimal.   

 

2. Whether to offer additional testing opportunities for students in the class of 2004 and class of 
2005 who have not passed the CAHSEE for the purpose of earning recognition before 
graduation.  There are a number of compelling reasons for not offering additional testing 
opportunities: 

a. Cost/ Efficiency Prohibitive.  If additional testing opportunities are offered, the exams must 
be administered and scored by the district.  The district must administer the examination at 
its own expense.  The process would require the commitment of substantial staff time and 
funds for purchasing the exam and scan sheets, scoring (or contract for scoring), scanning, 
and reporting.  

b. Probable Low Student Turnout.  Affected students have already had multiple opportunities 
to take the exam.  If they have taken the exam and not passed, it is unlikely that they will 
want to take the exam again.  If they have not taken it, it is unlikely they will want to take it 
in the future as the exam is no longer a graduation requirement for their class. 
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c. Hardship to Schools.  The exam must be coordinated by schools (scheduling, proctors, 
materials distribution, announcements, etc.) and must be given on a school day.  This 
results in loss of instructional time for students, schedule adjustments for the entire school, 
and additional work for school staff. 

d. “Unofficial” Scores.  The scores would not be “official” and the data would need to be 
stored in a manner that would not interfere with the “official” scores of students graduating 
with the class of 2006 and beyond.  In addition, the unofficial scores could not be included 
on student transcripts. 

 
 
Instructional Implications 

There are no instructional implications associated with this report. 
 
 
Facilities Implications 

There are no facilities implications associated with this report. 
 
 
Budget Implications 

There would be costs associated with purchasing and preparing certificates of accomplishment for 
eligible students.  While the total cost is currently unknown, it is estimated that expenses would be 
minimal and should not exceed $5,000.  Funds are available in the Office of Instructional Support 
for this purpose.  
 
 
Public Support and Engagement Implications 

Students of the class of 2004 and 2005 who have successfully passed the CAHSEE should receive 
recognition from the district for their efforts and accomplishments.   
 
 
Policy Implications 

There are no policy implications associated with this report. 
 
 
Policy Recommendation 

The Superintendent recommends that the Board of Education direct staff to provide a certificate of 
accomplishment only to those students in the graduating classes of 2004 and 2005 who took and 
passed both portions of the CAHSEE during a previous statewide administration of the exam. 
 
Prepared by:  Mary Hopper, Chief Academic Officer, Office of Instructional Support 
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