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Introductory Statement 
 
The petition and charter for the P.R.I.D.E. Charter School are presented to the Board of Education for a 
public hearing. 
 
Background 
 
On October 15, 2003, the complete P.R.I.D.E. Charter High School were submitted on behalf of the 
charter petitioners.  A copy of the petition and the proposed charter are included with this report as 
Attachment A. 
 
Education Code section 47605(b) provides that a school district governing board shall hold a public 
hearing on the provisions of the charter at which time the governing board shall consider the level of 
support for the petition by teachers employed by the district, other employees of the district, and parents.  
The petition and proposed charter for the P.R.I.D.E. Charter High School are presented at this time to 
the Board of Education for initial review by the Board and for consideration of the level of support for 
the petition by district teachers, other employees and parents.   
 
Education Code section 47605 states that a petition for a charter school may be signed by a number of 
teachers that is equivalent to at least one-half of the number of teachers that the charter school estimates 
will hired for the first year of operation.  The charter school estimates that seventy-five students will be 
enrolled in the first year of operation. Four teachers have signed the petition, and that number meets the 
statutory signature requirement.   
 
P.R.I.D.E. Charter High School will be a grade 9 through 12 high school with a first year enrollment of 
75 students. The school will matriculate mainly from students who are presently in the eighth grade of 
charter schools or who have previously attended charter schools and other grade schools in the 
Lincoln/Morse cluster.  Other students will come from a larger geographic radius of the Central City 
areas San Diego. 
 
The population of P.R.I.D.E. Charter High School will include students of all abilities; 1.students who 
may be excelling in their present school setting, but may still be underrepresented in our colleges and 
universities;  2. students who are underachievers, at risk of dropping out; and 3. students who represent 
the lower portion of the achievement gap. 
 
Using the advantage of a small school setting, P.R.I.D.E. Charter High School will emphasize five major 
areas of focus:  building character, high academics, building leadership, community involvement and 
parent involvement. The faculty, parents, and students have an opportunity of develop an individual 
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Learning Plan (ILP) for each student.  The small school setting will allow flexibility of schedule to 
accommodate field trips, speakers, community projects and internships and encourage students to 
become engaged in school activities. 
 
The charter specifies the district as the provider of special education services under Option 1 of the 
Charter School Policy and Guidelines.  The school will make facilities available in a manner consistent 
with the district’s need to provide services to all special education students. 
 
Students at P.R.I.D.E. Charter High will meet all academic standards as adopted by the California State 
Board of Education applicable to charter schools. 
 
Education Code section 47605 generally requires that, following the initial review and public hearing on 
the petition, a school district governing board shall either grant or deny the charter school petition within 
sixty days of receipt of the petition.  However, that date may be extended by an additional 30 days if 
both parties agree to the extension.  District staff is currently in the process of determining compliance 
with the foregoing requirements of the charter school law, and other applicable requirements.  Following 
staff’s review of the petition, any objections to the proposed charter, or revisions recommended by staff 
will be communicated to the petitioners.  Following such discussions, the charter school petitioners’ 
final charter proposal will be presented to the Board of Education.  This final charter will include staff’s 
recommendations, which have been accepted by petitioners.  Any recommendations by staff that have 
been rejected by petitioners will also be identified for the Board. 
 
Instructional Program Implications 
 
The curriculum and instructional program are described in the charter proposal.  Approval of the charter 
petition will not impact district instructional programs. 
 
Facilities Implications 
 
P.R.I.D.E. Charter High School is currently seeking a facility in the city of San Diego.  It is anticipated 
that the school will submit a request for facilities under Proposition 39. 
 
Budget Implications 
 
The computation, allocation and disbursement of public funds for charter schools is now governed by 
Education Code section 47630 et seq.  Generally, the State Superintendent of Education is required to 
annually compute and allocate to each charter school the school’s general purpose entitlement and 
categorical block grant.  
 
A charter school may elect to receive its general purpose entitlement and block grant funds directly from 
the state or through the sponsoring school district.  In addition, a sponsoring school district must 
annually transfer to each of its charter schools the school’s prescribed share of property taxes. 
  
Public Support and Engagement Implications 
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Education Code section 47605(b) provides that a school district governing board shall hold a public 
hearing on the provisions of a charter school petition at which time the governing board shall consider 
the level of support for the petition by teachers employed by the district, other employees of the district, 
and parents.  Holding this public hearing fulfills the district’s responsibilities in this regard. 
 
Board Policy Implications 
 
Approval of an adequate charter, or denial of a charter where warranted, is consistent with existing 
Board of Education policy contained in H-1800. 
 
Recommendation 
 
It is recommended that the Board conduct a public hearing on the P.R.I.D.E. Charter High School 
proposal and consider the level of employee and parental support for the charter.  
 
 
Report prepared by Chief of Staff, Terrance L. Smith 
/bb 
 
Attachment A.  P.R.I.D.E. Charter High School Petition and Charter 
 
 


