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SAN DIEGO CITY SCHOOLS 
Office of Instructional Support 

 
CALENDAR COMMITTEE 

LIST OF CONCERNS/CONSIDERATIONS 
 
 
1. In consideration of students and staff of the Jewish faith, we traditionally avoid beginning school on 

Rosh Hashanah. 
 
2. Avoid mid-week openings, if possible. 
 
3. It is desirable for the calendar to correspond with other districts, if possible. 
 
4. Spring recess is traditionally observed the week preceding Easter Sunday. 
 
5. To avoid increased Transportation costs, a common calendar must be established for all single-track 

schools. 
 
6. Traditional and single-track must begin school on the same date and should have common holidays 

and winter/spring recess periods. 
 
7. Change and innovation is often resisted by the work force. 
 
8. "Tradition" is important! 
 
9. Changes impact the Community College districts because they use our facilities. 
 
10. Develop a 3-year calendar. 
 
11. Midweek closings and openings at winter recess cause loss of ADA and disruptions to holiday 

plans for students and their families and for staff. 
 
12. Establishing a workday on Good Friday causes disruption to the instructional program and 

increases staffing costs. 
 
13. Debate between one four-day weekend and two three-day weekends during February (Lincoln and 

Washington's birthdays) continues. 
 
14. Traditional start date for students is the Tuesday after Labor Day. 
 
15. Year-round schools should offer a total of six weeks for intersession.  Intersessions should be at 

least 10 school days in length. 
 
17. Parents of high school seniors have expressed concerns when school ends on a Friday. 
 
18. Secondary school staffs prefer that the first semester end on a Friday. 
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19. Placement of staff development days.  

 
20. Secondary schools are affected by AP Exams which are administered during the first two weeks of 

May and Golden State Exams which are given during the last two weeks of May.  Also, three days 
of final exams must occur before the end of the school year. 

 
21. Single-track teachers must observe 173 days between July 1 and June 30, and 14 days after July 1 

for retirement credit purposes. 
 

22. Single-track students attend 166 days between July 1 and June 30, and 14 days after July 1. 
 
 
 


