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Introductory Statement 
 
The petition and charter for the Southern California Connections Academy (SoCCA) Charter School are 
presented to the Board of Education for approval. 
 
Background 
 
On November 13, 2003, the initial Southern California Connections Academy Charter School petition 
and charter was submitted by Cynthia Terwilliger and Franci Sassen on behalf of the charter petitioners.  
A copy of the petition and the proposed charter are included with this report as Attachment A. 
 
Education Code section 47605(b) provides that a school district governing board shall hold a public 
hearing on the provisions of the charter at which time the governing board shall consider the level of 
support for the petition by teachers employed by the district, other employees of the district, and parents.  
The petition and proposed charter for the Southern California Connections Academy Charter School 
were presented to the Board of Education for initial review at a public hearing on January 13, 2004.  
This satisfies the statutory provision and satisfies the district’s legal obligation. 
 
Education Code section 47605 states that a petition for a charter school may be signed by the number of 
parents or guardians of pupils that is equivalent to at least one-half of the number of pupils that the 
charter school estimates will enroll in the school for its first year of operation.  The charter school 
estimates that from 250 to 450 students will be enrolled in the first year of operation.  The parents of 228 
students have signed the petition and that number meets the statutory signature requirement. 
 
Southern California Connections Academy Charter School will be an independent study charter school 
with grades K-8 and  a first year enrollment of a minimum of 250 and a maximum of 400 students. In 
subsequent years the school proposes to serve as many students as may apply. The school expects to 
serve students primarily who are within the geographic radius of the San Diego Unified School District.  
SoCCA will operate as a nonprofit benefit corporation, or 501-c-3, public charter school.  SoCCA 
expects to contract the operations of the school to a charter management company, Connections 
Academy, Inc. (CA), a private enterprise that is a wholly owned subsidiary of Educate, Inc., the 
privately held company that also operates Sylvan Learning Centers, Sylvan Education Solutions, and 
eSylvan. 
 
SoCCA will serve a diverse array of children who would benefit from a quality alternative to the 
traditional brick-and-mortar classroom.  These include students who families seek direct involvement in 
their education or who have opted for a home school environment; children who are homebound due to 
illness or disability; “exceptional” children who are far ahead or far behind their peers in school; young 
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people pursuing artistic or athletic careers that require a flexible school schedule; students in group 
homes or institutions; and students at risk of academic failure who may particularly benefit from 
intensive, personalized instruction. 
 
At the core of SoCCA’s rigorous curriculum are selected elements of the Calvert School curriculum, 
used by more than 400,000 students over the past 100 years, and accredited by the Commission on 
Elementary Schools and the Commission on International and Trans-Regional Accreditation.  SoCCA 
has aligned these elements with the California Content Standards and then built upon them with both 
proprietary and best-of-breed partner content to assure complete coverage.  SoCCA’s unique electronic 
Learning Management System facilitates the effective delivery of the curriculum via combination of 
technology and print media Community Coordinators facilitate enriching in-person community activities 
to round out the comprehensive learning experience. In response to Board members’ questions at the 
First Hearing, the revised charter clearly states that all educational materials, including technology 
hardware and software, will be provided at no charge to all students. In addition and in response to 
Board members’ questions, the revised charter clearly states that SoCCA will adhere to the District’s 
Accountability Framework. 
 
The charter specifies the district as the provider of special education services under Option 1 of the 
Charter School Policy and Guidelines.  The school will make facilities available in a manner consistent 
with the district’s need to provide services to all special education students. 
 
Students at SoCCA will meet all academic standards as adopted by the California State Board of 
Education applicable to charter schools.  The school will comply with all state assessment requirements, 
which are applicable to charter schools.  SoCCA will adhere to all applicable Independent Study 
regulations, in accordance with CCR Title 5, Sections 11700-11705. 
 
Education Code section 47605 generally requires that, following the initial review and public hearing on 
the petition, a school district governing board shall either grant or deny the charter school petition within 
sixty days of receipt of the petition.  However, that date may be extended by an additional 30 days if 
both parties agree to the extension.  SoCCA and District staff mutually agreed to that extension. 
Petitioners have incorporated all revisions requested by District staff. District staff has determined 
compliance with the foregoing requirements of the charter school law, and other applicable 
requirements.  
 
Instructional Program Implications 
 
The curriculum and instructional program are described in the charter proposal.  Approval of the charter 
petition will not impact district instructional programs. 
 
Facilities Implications 
 
As Southern California Connections Academy Charter School proposes to offer a non-classroom based 
instructional program, the school would not be eligible to submit to the district a request for facilities 
pursuant to Proposition 39. 
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Budget Implications 
 
The computation, allocation and disbursement of public funds for charter schools is now governed by 
Education Code section 47630 et seq.  Generally, the State Superintendent of Education is required to 
annually compute and allocate to each charter school the school’s general purpose entitlement and 
categorical block grant. The San Diego Unified School District Revenue Limit Rate is $4,711.10 per 
student.  However, the district must disburse to each charter school it has authorized funding provided 
by the Charter School General Purpose Block Grant at the following rates: $4,512.00 per K-3 student;  
$4,571 pr 4-6 student; and $4,695 per 7-8 student. 
 
As is required of all non-classroom-based programs, SoCCA will submit a funding determination 
application to the CDE in February.  The petitioners report that the preliminary budgets that have been 
submitted meet or exceed all requirements for full funding.  In the event that full funding is not granted 
by the CDE, SoCCA will modify its budgets to reflect the reduction in revenue. Petitioner understands 
and agrees that a final balanced budget must be approved by District staff by August 1,2004 in order for 
the school to open. 
 
A charter school may elect to receive its general purpose entitlement and block grant funds directly from 
the state or through the sponsoring school district. The Connections Academy has chosen to receive its 
funding direct from the state.  In addition, a sponsoring school district must annually transfer to each of 
its charter schools the school’s prescribed share of property taxes. 
  
Public Support and Engagement Implications 
 
Education Code section 47605(b) provides that a school district governing board shall hold a public 
hearing on the provisions of a charter school petition at which time the governing board shall consider 
the level of support for the petition by teachers employed by the district, other employees of the district, 
and parents.  Holding the public hearing of January 13, 2004, has fulfilled the district’s responsibilities 
in this regard. 
 
Board Policy Implications 
 
Approval of an adequate charter, or denial of a charter where warranted, is consistent with existing 
Board of Education policy contained in H-1800. 
 
Recommendation 
 
It is recommended that the Board approve the Southern California Connections Academy Charter 
School petition and charter. 
 
Report prepared by Chief of Staff 
/bb 
 
Attachment A.  Southern California Connections Academy Charter School Petition and Charter 
 
 


