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Introductory Statement 
 
Representatives of High Tech High Charter School have submitted an application to the Board of 
Education for the approval of the school�s renewal petition and charter. 
 
Background 
 
On September 8, 1998 the Board of Education approved the charter for High Tech High Charter School. 
On May 16, 2003 representatives of the High Tech High School submitted to the district a renewal 
petition and charter along with a request for Fast Track renewal status.  The Fast Track renewal status 
was approved by staff and the decision communicated in a letter to the school dated September 29, 
2003. 
 
The submitted petition states that the school will remain a 9-12 grade charter school.  The school has 
been in operation since the 1999-2000 school year and has a current enrollment of approximately 400 
students. The school targets for recruitment students who reside within neighborhoods of the City of San 
Diego.  
 
The High Tech High Charter School is currently part of the district�s SELPA, exercising Option 1 for 
purposes of delivering special education services as described in the district�s Charter School Policy and 
Guidelines. The school has notified the district that it has made application elsewhere as a LEA for 
special education purposes for the 2004-05 school year exercising Option 3 under the Charter School 
Policy and Guidelines. 
 
In considering the High Tech High renewal application, staff have taken into account the school�s record 
of academic performance during the prior chartering period in order to determine whether the petitioners 
have been demonstrably successful with implement of the charter.   Consistent with Education Code 
47605 and the district�s Charter School Policy and Guidelines, staff have evaluated the application to 
determine whether the school has: 
 
1) Improved pupil learning.  
2) Increased learning opportunities for all pupils, with special emphasis on expanded learning 

experiences for pupils who are identified as academically low achieving. 
3) Encouraged the use of different and innovative teaching methods. 
4) Created new professional opportunities for teachers, including the opportunity to be responsible for 

the learning program at the school site. 
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5) Expanded choices for students and parents/guardians in the types of educational opportunities 

available within the district.  Following staff�s review of the petition, any objections to the proposed 
charter, or revisions recommended by staff will be communicated to the petitioners. 

6) Operated in a fiscally sound manner. 
7) Complied with all applicable laws. 
8) Complied with the terms of the original charter  
 
Fiscal Soundness 

1. The governing authority of the charter school has adopted its budget for the current year and has 
relied on a line of credit to offset facilities’ expenditures incurred in prior years. District policy 
requires charter schools, as public entities, to annually verify that income and expenditures are in 
balance. The current balance outstanding on the line of credit is approximately $755,000. The 
school therefore ended the 2002-2003 school year with a negative fund balance. Interest-only 
payments have been made to date. Consistent with district policy, the school will resolve the debt 
obligation by June 30, 2004 in order to verify a positive ending balance with prudent reserve for 
carryover. The 2002-2003 independent audit submitted in January 2004 relied on a scope of 
audit that exceeded the required review of the charter school’s finances. The school will provide 
an amended audit report for the 2003-2003 school year that identifies the ending balance for 
2003-2003 and starting balance for 2003-2004 for the school alone. 

2. The school is up-to-date with payments due for insurance coverage and the coverage continues to 
be consistent with the terms of the charter. 

 
Organization Viability 

1. The school has been duly constituted as a non-profit corporation in accordance with its charter. 
2. The school’s governing authority has been established in accordance with law and with the 

charter. 
3. The school’s governing authority is meeting at least quarterly and its meetings are held in 

accordance with applicable provisions of law, including, but not limited to, the appropriate 
recording of all actions taken. 

3. The school employs sufficient faculty and staff to provide the educational program and support 
services and to operate the facility in accordance with the charter. 

4. The school has an updated safety and disaster plan and has performed the drills and practices 
called for by that plan. 

5. The school’s accident reports have been maintained demonstrating the school has responded to 
accidents in a manner consistent with the school’s safety plan. 

6. The school has maintained on file up-to-date records of the retirement and health benefit plans 
that are currently being offered to employees. 

7. The attendance of students is being appropriately recorded and parents/guardians are being 
efficiently and effectively informed of absences. The records of significant disciplinary 
proceedings have been maintained and actions taken are consistent with the school’s charter. 

8. The records have been maintained documenting the level of parental involvement. 
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Compliance with the Law 

1. The faculty and staff (1) are credentialed or otherwise qualified for the positions for which they 
have been employed and (2) have received any clearances necessary for the positions for which 
they have been employed. 

2. The school maintains on file copies of the environmental and other inspections of its facilities as 
required by state and federal law. 

3. The students have been selected, enrolled and admitted in a manner consistent with the school’s 
charter. 

4. The school maintains records documenting the racial and ethnic balance of the student body. 
5. The school has engaged in the measurable outreach efforts described in its charter. 

 
The school has assisted the district in its mission to improve the academic achievement of all students. 
The school�s educational program has resulted in an API of 788 for 2002 and a score of 795 for 2003. 
 
Instructional Program Implications 
 
The curriculum and instructional program are described in the charter proposal.  Approval of the charter 
petition will not impact district instructional programs. 
 
Facilities Implications 
 
High Tech High Charter School is currently operating in a facility located at 2861 Womble Rd. in the 
city of San Diego.  The school submitted a request for facilities under Proposition 39. 
 
Budget Implications 
 
The computation, allocation and disbursement of public funds for charter schools is now governed by 
Education Code section 47630 et seq.  Generally, the State Superintendent of Education is required to 
annually compute and allocate to each charter school the school�s general purpose entitlement and 
categorical block grant.  
 
A charter school may elect to receive its general purpose entitlement and block grant funds directly from 
the state or through the sponsoring school district.  In addition, a sponsoring school district must 
annually transfer to each of its charter schools the school�s prescribed share of property taxes. 
 
Public Support and Engagement Implications 
 
If the petition is approved, parents of current High Tech High students who are deemed to be eligible for 
transportation under No Child Left Behind will be informed in July of their eligibility for transportation 
for the 2003-04 school year. 
 
Board Policy Implications 
 
Approval of a charter renewal petition, where warranted, is consistent with existing Board of Education 
policy contained in H-1800. 
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Recommendation 
 
The Board of Education has three options: 1) approve the charter petition as now presented; 2) approve 
the charter petition on such conditions as may be prescribed by the Board of Education; or 3) deny the 
charter petition.   
 
It is recommended that the Board approve the proposed renewal of the charter for the High Tech High 
Charter School with the following conditions: (1.) by April 15, 2004 charter petitioner is to submit a 
revised audit narrowing the scope of audit to High Tech High for the 2002-2003 school year with a 
verified beginning balance for 2003-2004; (2.) on June 30, 2004, charter petitioner will provide 
verification to the district that a positive fund balance and positive carryover plus a prudent fiscal 
reserve is present; (3.) in accord with AB 1137, petitioner will provide quarterly financial statements to 
the district; (4.) a revised budget will be presented to the district for approval by June 1, 2004. Should any 
or all of these conditions not be met by June 30, 2004, the application for the renewal of the High Tech High 
Charter School will be withdrawn and the school will not be permitted to open for the 2004-2005 school year. 
 
Report prepared by Chief of Staff 
/bb 
 
Attachment A: High Tech High School Charter Petition and Charter 
 


