
SAN DIEGO CITY SCHOOLS 
Office of the Superintendent 

 
Update on Implementation Plan of Public School Choice under the No Child Left Behind Act 

March 23, 2004 
 

 
Introductory Statement 
 
On December 9, 2003, the Board of Education approved an implementation plan to offer public 
school choice to students attending low-achieving schools under the No Child Left Behind Act 
(NCLB).  Over the past three months, district staff from the Office of General Counsel, School 
Choice, Enrollment Options, Parent & Community Involvement, Instructional Facilities, and 
Standards, Assessment and Accountability, including the Superintendent, have been 
collaborating to incorporate the public school choice option under NCLB into the Voluntary 
Ethnic Enrollment Program (VEEP) and Magnet programs, and develop criteria and identify 
receiving schools that have demonstrated success in increasing overall and subgroup student 
achievement on the state API rankings.   
 
Background 
 
Under NCLB, students attending low-achieving Title I schools, i.e., in program improvement 
status, must be offered an opportunity to transfer to a higher performing school within the 
District, and receive transportation.  In providing the option to transfer, school districts must give 
priority to the lowest achieving children from low-income families. 
 
Under the implementation plan approved by the Board on December 9th, students seeking to 
transfer to schools under the NCLB/public school choice option will receive priority over other 
students seeking transfers under the VEEP and Magnet program.  Moreover, the VEEP and 
Magnet programs will be modified to reflect the priority under NCLB.  However, current 
students in the VEEP, Magnet and Choice program will remain and continue in their respective 
programs and schools under the existing program policies and rules.  Lastly, the Board directed 
staff to identify schools that have a demonstrated success in increasing overall and subgroup 
student achievement on the state API rankings as transfer options for students under NCLB. 
 
NCLB/Public School Choice, VEEP and Magnet 
 
Students may apply for a transfer through the NCLB/public school choice option, VEEP, Magnet 
and Choice programs.  Depending on the school, student lists will be generated for each 
receiving school.  Students from low-performing schools will be permitted to apply for a transfer 
under NCLB/public school choice through April 15, 2004.  Students will be prioritized by lowest 
achieving students on the lists for the NCLB/public school choice option.  Only non-Magnet 
schools will receive a NCLB/public school choice list.  The VEEP and Magnet program will 
continue to provide priority for students (1) articulating through the feeder pattern, (2) continuing 
in a similar magnet program and (3) who are siblings of concurrently enrolled students. 
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Students applying for transfers through the VEEP programs from low-achieving schools will 
receive a priority, based on the NCLB requirements, over all other students applying from other 
schools.  VEEP receiving schools with an API Ranking of 1 through 4, or under state-monitoring 
will not receive a prioritized list based on NCLB/public school choice option.  Even after a low-
performing school is no longer designated as such under NCLB, students choosing to transfer 
under the NCLB/public school choice option will continue to receive transportation to their 
school and articulate through the high school feeder pattern only if VEEP patterns exist, or 
through Choice without transportation. 
  
Magnet schools will receive a magnet list prioritized using the current program priorities and the 
NCLB requirements.  However, lower-achieving, program improvement and state-monitored 
magnet schools will not receive a prioritized list based on NCLB, nor will the Creative, 
Performing and Media Arts (CPMA) School and Construction magnet at Kearny High School. 
 
Magnet cluster percentages and order will also be modified to provide more options for students 
attending low-achieving schools.  The following magnet schools with little or no resident 
population will be affected by this change: Benchley/Weinberger, Green, Language Academy, 
Longfellow, Muir Alternative, CPMA, Mission Bay, and the School of Creative and Performing 
Arts (SCPA).   
 
Cluster 1  Cluster 2  Cluster 3  Cluster 4 
Henry   Clairemont  Kearny   Crawford 
La Jolla  Madison  Mira Mesa  Hoover 
Point Loma  Mission Bay     Gompers 
Scripps Ranch  Serra      Morse 
   University City    San Diego 
 
Currently, these schools have accepted 30 percent of their students first from Cluster 1, then 2, 
and 70 percent of their students first from Cluster 4, then 3.  This acceptance procedure has 
resulted in students from Clusters 2 and 3 being underrepresented at some of the most popular 
magnet programs.  Cluster 1 represents 12 percent of the District�s student population, Cluster 2 
represents 15 percent, Cluster 3 represents 15 percent, and Cluster 4 represents 58 percent.  
Finally, the proposed change would align the magnet schools that accept all or almost all of their 
students from the wait list. 
 
Receiving Schools under NCLB/Public School Choice 
 
To identify receiving elementary schools for the NCLB/public school choice option, District 
staff developed selection criteria.  Through the criteria, District staff attempted to provide, as 
NCLB/public school choice transfer options, schools that have demonstrated success in 
increasing overall and subgroup student achievement while at the same time not affecting a 
school�s overall API ranking.  The criteria included the following factors: (1) a demonstrated 
record of improving API scores and ranking over the past four years, (2) an API 5 through 10 
ranking, (3) existing capacity at the school, (4) existing transportation patterns to the school, (5) 
school leadership, and (6) not under state-monitoring.  Lastly, the total number of students 
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targeted for each receiving school was based on ensuring that the school�s API ranking would 
not be affected adversely. 
 
Based on the criteria, District staff identified twenty (20) elementary schools, with a total 
capacity of four hundred and eighty-five (485) spaces for students that met the criteria.  On 
average, each elementary school identified as a transfer option under NCLB/public school choice 
will receive approximately twenty-four (24) students. 
 
At the middle and high school level, District staff developed separate criteria to identify transfer 
options under NCLB/public school choice.  The factors included: (1) the school could not be 
under state-monitoring, (2) the school was not planning for a structural change for the 2004-05 
school year, (3) existing capacity at the school, and (4) existing transportation patterns to the 
school. 
 
Based on the factors, District staff identified nine (9) middle schools, with a total capacity of 
seven hundred and eighty-five (785) spaces for students, and five (5) high schools, with a total 
capacity of four hundred and sixty (460) spaces for students.  On average, each middle school 
identified as a transfer option under NCLB/public school choice will receive approximately 
eighty-seven (87) students and each high school will receive approximately ninety-two (92) 
students. 
 
Instructional Implications 
 
Depending on the total number of students that exercise their transfer option under NCLB/public 
school choice, instructional staff may need to be reallocated to those schools that are made 
available as transfer options under public school choice. 

 
Facilities Implications 
 
There are no facilities implications anticipated. 
 
Budget Implications 
 
The changes to VEEP and Magnet programs eligibility and priority permit the District to include 
the costs associated with transporting students attending VEEP and Magnet programs from low-
achieving schools in its Title I, Part A calculation for supplemental services and school choice 
programs under NCLB.  Depending on the total number of students that exercise their transfer 
option under NCLB, the district may incur additional expense related to providing transportation 
and additional capacity at designated schools to meet the demand under public school choice.  
 
Public Support and Engagement 
 
On January 15, 2004, District staff met with Charter School principals to discuss the 
NCLB/public school choice issues. 
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On January 21, 2004, District staff met with Magnet school principals and resource teachers to 
review the changes to the Magnet program based on NCLB/public school choice.  Magnet 
principals support the changes to the cluster priority percentages. 
 
On February 23, 2004, District staff met with the Office of Instructional Support (OIS) and 
reviewed the changes to the VEEP and Magnet programs under NCLB, and the list of identified 
schools based on the criteria.  On March 1, 2004, District staff met with OIS to review and 
discuss the planned outreach to parents and schools.  During the week of March 8, 2004, a 
notification was sent to all parents and guardians of students attending, or articulating to a low-
performing school under NCLB informing them of their option to transfer under NCLB/public 
school choice.  On March 10 and 11, 2004, District staff met with all principals to review the 
NCLB/public school choice option, and changes to the VEEP and Magnet programs.  Thereafter, 
District staff met with the Parent Academic Liaisons and head counselors of the low-performing 
schools under NCLB to review the NCLB/public school choice option, and changes to the VEEP 
and Magnet programs.  During each of these meetings, staff was provided with materials 
concerning the changes and encouraged to share these materials with parents and guardians.  
 
Board Policy Implications 
 
This report is consistent with District policy A-4500 and Administrative Procedure No. 6127.  
Administrative Procedure No. 4262 and Administrative Procedure No. 6135 will be revised to 
conform with the changes to the VEEP and Magnet programs under NCLB. 
 
Recommendation 
 
The Superintendent recommends that: 
 

1. The Board revise the percent and cluster order for acceptance at magnet schools with 
little or no resident population so that it will be based on the percent of students in the 
district residing in the cluster; and 

 
2. After a low-performing school is not designated as such under NCLB, students 

transferring under the NCLB/public school choice option will receive transportation 
to their school if existing VEEP patterns exist, and may articulate through the high 
school pattern of the school of attendance.    

 
Prepared by Ricardo Soto, Deputy General Counsel, and Sandra Robles, Manager, Enrollment 
Options. 
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