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Introductory Statement 
 
The San Diego Unified School District Course of Study, K–12, which is approved by the Board 
of Education annually, provides the official description of the district’s curricula and 
instructional programs.  This report brings forward the Course of Study, K-12: 2004-05 for board 
approval. 
 
Background 
 
According to the California Education Code, “the governing board of every school district shall 
prepare and shall keep on file for public inspection the courses of study prescribed for the 
schools under its jurisdiction” (§ 51040).  The San Diego Unified School District responds to this 
directive by publishing annually the district Course of Study, K–12.  The publication is the result 
of a collaborative process between district curriculum subject-area departments, various 
instructional programs, the district’s legal office, and the Standards, Assessment, and 
Accountability Division of the Office of Instructional Support.  Input has also been provided on a 
regular basis by the Interdivisional Curriculum Committee (ICC) and the Board of Education.   
 
The ICC is the officially designated group that reviews and recommends the establishment of 
new courses, deletion of courses, and changes to approved courses to the board for approval.  
ICC members include school site representatives, curriculum subject-area department 
representatives, and representatives from other departments in the Office of Instructional 
Support, such as Counseling and Guidance and Standards, Assessment, and Accountability.  The 
ICC meets monthly and submits recommendations to the board for approval at their regularly 
scheduled meetings throughout the year. 
 
In addition to meeting a legal requirement, the Course of Study, K–12, serves as an important 
single source of information about the district’s educational programs, including elementary 
school instructional programs, secondary school course descriptions and articulation, and 
approved instructional materials.  Such information is of value to the Board of Education; district 
teachers, administrators, and counselors; parents and community members; and 
college/university professors and students of education.  This document is linked to the 4100 
Uniform Course File, UC a-g coursework, transcript and report card generation, and master 
scheduling in elementary and secondary sites, to name a few. 
 
The Course of Study, K–12, describes courses and instructional sequences adopted districtwide, as 
well as districtwide pilot courses.  As in previous years, a separate publication—District Pilot and 
Site-Adopted Courses: A Supplement to the Course of Study, K–12, 2004–2005—will serve as a 



COURSE OF STUDY, K-12: 2004-2005 EDITION 
Page 2 
 
single, centralized source of information about district school-site pilot, site-adopted, summer-
school, and ROP courses.  For example, any new courses for the 2004-2005 school year will go to 
the ICC and the board for approval (e.g., new courses proposed for implementation at high school 
redesign schools).  After board approval, the new site-adopted pilot courses will be included in the 
Supplement.  As the Board of Education approves additions and deletions submitted by the ICC, 
district staff will continue to update the Course of Study, K-12: 2004-2005 and the Supplement to 
the Course of Study to accurately reflect course offerings in the 2004-2005 school year. 
 
Instructional Implications 
 
The Course of Study, K–12, will serve as a single, official source of information about 
districtwide instructional programs and courses. 
 
Facilities Implications 
 
There are no facilities implications. 
 
Budget Implications 
 
Funding to produce the Course of Study, K–12: 2004–2005 edition is included in the Master 
Plan for Instructional Materials, K–12, budget. 
 
Public Support and Engagement Implications 
 
The Course of Study, K–12, will be available in the district’s printed stock inventory as a no-
charge item after July 1, 2004, at which time district schools and other district departments may 
order copies.  The publication will also be available on the district web site. 
 
Board Policy Implications 
 
Publication of the Course of Study, K–12, permits the Board of Education to comply with Board 
Policy F-2000. No changes in district procedures are required.  
 
Policy Recommendation  
 
It is recommended that the Board of Education approve the Course of Study, K–12: 2004–2005 
edition for publication.  Staff will continue to update the document through June 30, 2004, to 
accurately reflect educational programs and courses approved by the board prior to the 2004-
2005 school year. 
 
Prepared by Karen Bachofer, Executive Director, Standards, Assessment, and Accountability 
Division 
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