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Introductory Statement 
 
The petition and charter for the Learning Choice Academy are presented to the Board of Education for a 
public hearing. 
 
Background 
 
On April 27, 2004, representatives from Learning Choice Academy Charter School delivered the 
complete Learning Choice Academy  charter on behalf of the charter petitioners.  A copy of the petition 
and the proposed charter are included with this report as Attachment A. 
 
Education Code section 47605(b) provides that a school district governing board shall hold a public 
hearing on the provisions of the charter at which time the governing board shall consider the level of 
support for the petition by teachers employed by the district, other employees of the district, and parents.  
The petition and proposed charter for the Learning Choice Academy are presented at this time to the 
Board of Education for initial review by the Board and for consideration of the level of support for the 
petition by district teachers, other employees and parents.   
 
Education Code section 47605 states that a petition for a charter school may be signed by a number of 
parents that is equivalent to at least one-half of the number of parents who are meaningfully interested in 
enrolling their child in the charter school.  The charter school estimates that three hundred students will 
be enrolled in the first year of operation. Over one-hundred fifty parents have signed the petition, and 
that number meets the statutory signature requirement.   
 
Learning Choice Academy will serve grade k-12 students. The first year enrolment will be 300 students.  
Learning Choice Academy has proposed to admit as many students as apply in the future. 
 
Learning Choice Academy will have approximately 20% of their students from the boundaries of San 
Diego Unified School District.   The Learning Choice Academy will include students whose families 
have opted for a Personalized Learning School environment;  students who are homebound due to 
illness or disability;  students who are far ahead or far behind their peers in school;  young student 
pursuing artistic or athletic careers that require a flexible school schedule; students in group homes or 
institutions;  and students at risk of  academic failure who may particularly benefit from intensive, 
personalized instruction.  
 
Learning Choice Academy will be an independent study school with a Personalized Learning Model 
with three components:  Parent involvement, Individualized Instruction, and High Quality Teaching.  
Curriculum is aligned with the California Academic Content Standards. 
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The school will choose Option 1 from the Charter School Policy and Guidelines under which the District 
will furnish Special Education services.  
 
The school will organize as a legally separate entity, directly funded by the State, and operating under a  
charter and as a non-profit corporation. 
 
Students at Learning Choice Academy Charter School will meet all academic standards as adopted by 
the California State Board of Education applicable to charter schools. 
 
Education Code section 47605 generally requires that, following the initial review and public hearing on 
the petition, a school district governing board shall either grant or deny the charter school petition within 
sixty days of receipt of the petition.  However, that date may be extended by an additional 30 days if 
both parties agree to the extension.  District staff is currently in the process of determining compliance 
with the foregoing requirements of the charter school law, and other applicable requirements.  Following 
staff’s review of the petition, any objections to the proposed charter, or revisions recommended by staff 
will be communicated to the petitioners.  Following such discussions, the charter school petitioners’ 
final charter proposal will be presented to the Board of Education.  This final charter will include staff’s 
recommendations, which have been accepted by petitioners.  Any recommendations by staff that have 
been rejected by petitioners will also be identified for the Board. 
 
Instructional Program Implications 
 
The curriculum and instructional program are described in the charter proposal.  Approval of the charter 
petition will not impact district instructional programs. 
 
Facilities Implications 
 
The school currently has facility space within the boundaries of San Diego Unified School District. 
Charter schools are funded as prescribed by state law.  As Learning Choice Academy Charter School 
proposes to offer a non-classroom based instructional program, the school would not be eligible to 
submit to the district a request for facilities pursuant to Proposition 39. 
 
Budget Implications 
 
The computation, allocation and disbursement of public funds for charter schools is now governed by 
Education Code section 47630 et seq.  Generally, the State Superintendent of Education is required to 
annually compute and allocate to each charter school the school’s general purpose entitlement and 
categorical block grant.  
 
A charter school may elect to receive its general purpose entitlement and block grant funds directly from 
the state or through the sponsoring school district.  In addition, a sponsoring school district must 
annually transfer to each of its charter schools the school’s prescribed share of property taxes. 
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The School envisions using minimal District services.  
 
Public Support and Engagement Implications 
 
Education Code section 47605(b) provides that a school district governing board shall hold a public 
hearing on the provisions of a charter school petition at which time the governing board shall consider 
the level of support for the petition by teachers employed by the district, other employees of the district, 
and parents.  Holding this public hearing fulfills the district’s responsibilities in this regard. 
 
Board Policy Implications 
 
Approval of an adequate charter, or denial of a charter where warranted, is consistent with existing 
Board of Education policy contained in H-1800. 
 
Recommendation 
 
It is recommended that the Board conduct a public hearing on the Learning Choice Academy proposal 
and consider the level of employee and parental support for the charter.  
 
 
Report prepared by Chief of Staff 
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Attachment A.  Learning Choice Academy Charter School Petition and Charter 
 
 


