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Introduction 
 
An amendment to the district’s Charter School Policy and Guidelines is presented in order to reflect 
recent changes in state and federal legislation and district policy that impact district-authorized charter 
schools. 
 
Background 
 
New federal and state legislation and new district policy have required amendments to the Charter 
School Policy and Guidelines as originally adopted on November 27, 2001 and amended by the Board 
on October 24, 2003. 
 
Throughout the document, the referenced district office has been change from the Office of Enrollment 
Options (OEO) to the Office of School Choice (OSC). 
 
Within the guidelines of Element One, a description of the requirements for the transfer of high school 
courses has been added according to the requirements of Assembly Bill 1994 (pg. 10). 
 
Guidelines for Element Sixteen have been added according to the mandates of Assembly Bill 1994.  
These mandates delineate the procedures in the event of a school closure. 
 
To satisfy the mandates of Assembly Bill 1137, language has been added to include new audit and 
financial reporting obligations of charter schools.  This language falls under Additional Requirement 4, 
Reporting Requirements (pg. 20). 
 
In “Step 2:  Substantive Evaluation” (pg. 21), language has been clarified regarding the review of charter 
petitions by the Office of General Counsel, the Office of Instructional Support, the Chief Financial 
Officer, and Human Resources.  The Charter Principals’ Advisory Committee shall review the document 
and make recommendations to the Office of School Choice as well. 
 
To coincide with new district policy, the OSC will forward a copy of new charter proposals to the 
district’s Office of Labor Relations.  Addition language applies to the application for the conversion of 
an existing district school for charter status. 
 
Oversight obligations according to Education Code section 47604.32 are delineated in Section 5: 
Performing Oversight Responsibilities on page 24. 
 
Since charter schools, according to state regulations, are no longer eligible for participation in the 
Targeted Instruction Improvement Grant (TIIG), the language under Integration on page 29 has been 
deleted. 
 



 

Language has been added to special education Option 3 whereby charter schools that exercise this 
special education delivery option would be required to keep on record for district review the semi-
annual Pupil Count (CASEMIS) and verification of compliance with special education law. 
 
Under Facilities (pg. 36), language has been added which refers to the district’s Proposition 39 Facilities 
Policy.   
 
Language has been added under Educational Achievement (pgs. 38 & 39) to reflect the federal No Child 
Left Behind Act and the District Accountability Framework. 
 
Instructional Implications 
 
The recommendations included in this report are not anticipated to have an effect on the instructional 
programs of district-authorized charter schools. 
 
Facilities Implications 
 
The recommendations included in the report do not change district procedures for making facilities 
available to charter schools in a manner consistent with all applicable law 
 
Budget Implications 
 
Approval of this recommendation will not impact the district budget. 
 
Public Support and Engagement Implications 
 
The Charter Principals’ Advisory Committee has discussed and agreed to the need to update the existing 
policy and procedures in light of current practice and legislative direction. Charter school principals 
have been informed of and reviewed the proposed edits to the Charter School Policy and Guidelines.  
Copies of the recommendations contained within this report have been provided to charter school 
principals.  Principals were formally briefed on the most current draft at an informational session on 
June 7, 2004. 
 
Policy Implications 
 
Recommendations within this report are consistent with Board of Education policy H-1800. 
 
Recommendation 
 
The superintendent recommends that the board approve the proposed amendment to the district’s 
amended Charter School Policy and Guidelines. 
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