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Due to the uniqueness of the independent study laws and California charter laws, including distinctive funding 
practices, representatives of Cortez Hill Academy are requesting to establish a separate charter school, Cortez Hill 
Independent Study, and do not desire to amend their current charter to service both classroom-based and independent 
study instruction. 
 
On June 13, 2006, a public hearing on the originally submitted petition and charter to establish Cortez Hill 
Independent Study was conducted and subsequently, the petition and charter underwent a thorough district review.  
As a result of this review, the originally submitted petition and charter has been revised by the petitioners.   
 
The exhibit before you is the finalized version of the submitted petition and charter to establish Cortez Hill 
Independent Study for a five-year term beginning with the 2006-2007 school year through the 2010-2011 school year.  
Cortez Hill Independent Study will be organized as a duly constituted nonprofit public benefit corporation and 
governed in accordance with applicable California Corporations Code Sections, operating as a separate legal entity 
from Cortez Hill Academy, as well as from the district.  They will serve students in grades nine through twelve 
beginning with an estimated enrollment of 128 students and growing to 256 students over the next five years.  They 
plan to operate from the main floor at the Cortez Hill Academy facilities, which is a former business college with 
21,000 square feet, located at Second Avenue and A Street on Civic Center Plaza in Downtown San Diego. 
 
Even though Cortez Hill Independent Study will be separate from Cortez Hill Academy, they will be very closely 
affiliated with Cortez Hill Academy.  Cortez Hill Academy is a college-preparatory, liberal arts, WASC-accredited 
high school in operation for the past six years. 
 
Cortez Hill Independent Study will be a deliberately small and diverse high school and will apply to become a 
WASC-accredited high school, open to all students, especially those considered “at-risk” by traditional standards.  
Students at Cortez Hill Academy wishing to have a more flexible educational program will be referred to Cortez Hill 
Independent Study, while students from other high schools, resident or nonresident of the San Diego Unified School 
District, are also eligible to attend.  Over the past six years, Cortez Hill Academy has referred over one hundred 
students to Julian Charter School, Independent Study Program, which has over 1700 students, thereby removing them 
from the San Diego City Schools System.  Cortez Hill Independent Study will provide another option to students, 
while keeping them enrolled in the San Diego City Schools system. 
 
Cortez Hill Independent Study is a program designed to provide educational services for a wide-range of student 
profiles, including high-potential, low-motivated students, “at-risk” students, and academically inclined students with 
post-secondary educational goals.  These students will be educated through home-based, community-based, and 
classroom-based independent learning programs, cooperative activities, and supplemental learning.  Using a learner-
centered approach, independent study offers students the latitude to expand their educational options without the 
constraints of time, space, or the confines of the traditional classroom.  Students will tackle a challenging academic 
curriculum as they develop critical thinking skills. 
 
Cortez Hill Independent Study will provide opportunities for underachieving and gifted students who are at-risk in 
traditional schools.  The students will find pathways for success through creative in-depth study of core curriculum, a 
focus on the development of emotional intelligence, and learning through work internships and other community 
resources.  An innovative school-to-career program will also be developed for students in grades eleven and twelve.  
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