
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

This 

 brochure 

provides a brief 

description of the  

district’s three program 

 options for English Learners.  

 For more information, please  

contact your child’s teacher, 

 the on-site English Learner 

program coordinator, 

 or the school 

 principal. 

 Structured English 
Immersion (SEI) 

 Mainstream English 
Cluster (MEC) 

 Alternative Bilingual 
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SEI is designed for English Learners from any language 

background who are at the earlier levels of English 

proficiency: Beginning, Early Intermediate or Intermediate. 

MEC is designed for English Learners from any language 

background who are at the higher levels of English proficiency: 

High Intermediate, Early Advanced, or Advanced.  For many 

students, this program is the next level of the SEI program. 

Individual schools must provide an Alternative Bilingual 

program when 20 or more parental exception waivers, of the 

same language group and grade level, have been submitted 

and approved at any given school site.  Parental exception 

waivers are available at your school office. 
 

English Learners are grouped together in grade-level 
classrooms having only English Learners at the 
earlier levels of proficiency, or they may be clustered 
according to proficiency level in grade-level English 
classrooms that include native and fluent speakers of 
English.  In the SEI program: 
 
 English Language Development (ELD) 

instruction is targeted to earlier proficiency levels   
 
 Specially Designed Academic Instruction in 

English (SDAIE) is provided 
 
 Primary language support may also be provided 
 
 Instruction is overwhelmingly in English 
 
 

 

English Learners are clustered according to 
proficiency level in grade-level English classrooms 
that include native and fluent speakers of English.  In 
the MEC program: 
 
 English Language Development (ELD) 

instruction is targeted to higher proficiency levels 
 
 Specially Designed Academic Instruction in 

English (SDAIE) targets high level academic 
English 

 
 Typically instruction is only in English 
 

 

English Learners in the Alternative Bilingual 
program are sometimes placed together in full 
Bilingual classrooms or sometimes clustered within 
SEI or MEC classrooms.  The Alternative Bilingual 
program includes: 
 
 English Language Development (ELD) 

instruction targeted to student proficiency levels  
 
 Specially Designed Academic Instruction in 

English (SDAIE) 
 
 Instruction in English and the primary language 
 
 Use of the primary language in academic 

development 
 

The materials and curriculum used in SEI are 

consistent with district-adopted core textbooks used in 

other English programs at the school.  Teachers 

supplement those basic materials with additional items 

such as: 

In addition to basic district-adopted core textbooks 

used in SEI and MEC programs, Alternative Bilingual 

program teachers may also use select textbooks and 

materials in the primary language.  Teachers 

supplement those basic materials with: 
 
 Materials appropriate to SEI student English 

proficiency levels  
 
 English language development materials 
 
 Pictures, charts, maps, and other visuals 
 
 Hands-on learning materials 
 
Your school staff will provide you with more details 
about, and allow you to examine samples of, materials 
used in the SEI program. 

 
 Materials in English and the primary language  
 
 English language development materials 
 
 Pictures, charts, maps, and other visuals 
 
 Hands-on learning materials 
 
Your school staff will provide you with more details 
about, and allow you to examine samples of, materials 
used in the Alternative Bilingual program. 
 
 

The materials and curriculum used in MEC are 

consistent with district-adopted core textbooks used in 

other English programs at the school.  Teachers 

supplement those basic materials with additional items 

such as: 
 
 Materials appropriate to MEC student English 

proficiency levels  
 
 English language development materials 
 
 Pictures, charts, maps, and other visuals 
 
 Hands-on learning materials 
 
Your school staff will provide you with more details 
about, and allow you to examine samples of, materials 
used in the MEC program. 
 


