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Subject:  EDUCATIONAL INTERVENTIONS TO PROMOTE ACADEMIC SUCCESS 
Academic Initiative:  Establishment of Transitional 9th Grade Intervention Programs 
 
Background: 
 
Every young person in the San Diego community deserves a fair chance to succeed in life.  For 
youngsters in the middle school years, success or failure in middle school often sets the stage for what 
happens immediately following in the high school years.  Success in high school can set the stage for 
success throughout the years to come.   
 
Learning is serious business.  It provides students with the skills necessary to move forward 
successfully in their educational careers, and provides those skills which will continue to serve as 
personal assets throughout the later years of life.   
 
The academic performance of today’s students is scrutinized more carefully than any previous 
generation of students.  In addition to succeeding at coursework, California students must successfully 
pass a high school exit exam to receive a diploma.  Advancing students to regular high school 
coursework who are not fully prepared places them at increased risk of not successfully completing 
the high school required course of study, and at increased risk of failing the high school exit exam.  
Before being advanced to regular high school coursework, students must have the skills which are 
necessary to succeed in that more challenging environment.   
 
Proposed Academic Initiative:  Establishment of Transitional 9th Grade Intervention Programs: 
 

1. Beginning with the 8th Grade class of 2006-2007, students with two or more grades of “F” in 
core academic classes (English, Math, History, Science) at the end of their 8th grade year will 
be assigned to a 9th Grade transitional intervention program.   

 
2. These students will be assigned to intervention programs at the various high school sites to 

better prepare them for high school graduation.   
 

3. These programs will be designed by the various high schools to address the academic 
deficiencies of these transitional students in order that they may acquire the skills necessary to 
succeed as high school students, and will be designed by the high schools to address the 
particular deficiencies of the individual students assigned. 

 



 
 

4. Instructors in the intervention programs may determine during the period of transitional study 
that individual students have progressed sufficiently to be placed in the regular 9th grade 
course of study.   

 
5. Parents have the option of choosing not to have their students be assigned to this transitional 

9th grade program, and instead have them be retained in a middle school intervention program.  
Parents who may wish to exercise this option may do so by meeting with staff who will review 
with the parents the academic deficiencies of the student, and how the special intervention 
program is designed to improve the student’s skills and promote success.  

 
6. Staff will prepare information for students and parents regarding this academic intervention 

program, applicable timelines, and establish a review process for special circumstances.   
 

7. As staff goes forward to implement this academic initiative, it is the intention of the Board that 
staff be guided by the principle that the program is to be a student and family-centered 
program which exists to promote student success and learning.   

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Superintendent be authorized to take the actions which he deems necessary and appropriate 
to implement this intervention program.  Because each high school will create its own plan for this 9th 
grade intervention, site requests for any additional funding will be considered on a per pupil basis and 
subject to the approval of the Assistant Superintendent and Executive Director who supervise the high 
schools. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


