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IN THE MATTER OF THE ) 
RECOGNITION OF MARCH 31, 2007, ) RESOLUTION 
AS CÉSAR E. CHÁVEZ DAY ) 
 
 

WHEREAS, the State of California has designated March 31, 2007, as “César E. Chávez 
Day,” a state holiday honoring the birth of César Estrada Chávez, the legendary founder of the 
United Farm Workers of America; and, 

 
WHEREAS, April 23, 2007, marks 14 years since Chávez’ untimely passing, and millions 

throughout the United States and the world continue to incorporate and build into their lives the 
outstanding character values of Chávez; and,   

 
WHEREAS, the son of migrant farm workers, Chávez learned about the oppression of 

field laborers firsthand and directed his life goals and aspirations toward educating his fellow farm 
workers to understand their rights to a safe workplace and a just wage; and, 

 
WHEREAS, from his studies in civic action and his study of the work of Gandhi and Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr., Chávez developed and adhered to principles of non-violence in his 
crusade for peace and justice; and, 

 
WHEREAS, César E. Chávez and legions of loyal supporters dedicated themselves to the 

education of migrant workers and their children through the establishment of better schools, 
fighting to empower farm workers through voter registration and teaching community members 
how to organize themselves to effectively represent their interests with government, school and 
financial institutions; and, 

 
WHEREAS, in 1962, Chávez founded the National Farm Workers Association that later 

became the United Farm Workers of America; and, 
 
WHEREAS, California schools are authorized to commemorate César E. Chávez with 

student community service projects on Friday, March 30th, and are directed to provide instruction 
on the farm labor movement in the United States and the role of César E. Chávez; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the San Diego Unified School District dedicated César E. Chávez Elementary 

School, in September 1997, to provide an education program for more than 700 students who will 
commemorate his birthday with special activities including a community march; and,  

 
WHEREAS, the successful leadership development César E. Chávez Service Clubs 

organized by the San Diego Unified School District and Urban Corps of San Diego are now being 
emulated in California’s most populated cities throughout the state; and, 

 
 



WHEREAS, César E. Chávez said, “Real education should consist of drawing the 
goodness and the best out of our own students.  What better books can there be than the book of 
humanity?”  

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that on Friday, March 30, 2007, the San Diego 

Unified School District will recognize March 31, 2007, as the César E. Chávez Day of Service and 
Learning, and encourage student participation in authorized school community service honoring 
the life and work of César E. Chávez. 

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Education of the San Diego Unified School 

District, San Diego, California at a public meeting thereof duly called and held this 13th day of 
March 2007. 
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