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San Diego Unified School District 
Office of the Deputy Superintendent 

 
 

QUALITY EDUCATION INVESTMENT ACT (QEIA) 
 
 

March 27, 2007 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
The Superintendent recommends authorization of the District’s application for funding 
from the California Department of Education under Senate Bill 1133, the Quality 
Education Investment Act (QEIA). 
 
Discussion: 
 
Senate Bill 1133, or the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) allows school districts 
and other local educational agencies to apply for funding to provide various specified 
measures to improve academic instruction and pupil academic achievement.  Schools, 
including Charters, ranked in decile 1 or 2 on the 2005 Base Academic Performance 
Index (API) are eligible for QEIA funding.  Funding can be used for strategies such as 
class size reduction and professional development for teachers.  In addition, funding 
can be used for improved pupil-to-counselor ratios in funded high schools only. 
 
Eligibility for Funding: 
 
To be eligible for funding, schools must take several actions established in statute.  
These include: 
 

1. Implementing or enhancing class size reduction in kindergarten through grade 
twelve; 

2. Ensuring that all teachers at funded schools are “highly qualified” per NCLB 
requirements; 

3. Bringing the average level of teaching experience in funded schools up to at least 
the average for the district; 

4. Reducing pupil-to-counselor ratios in high schools; 
5. Exceeding the schoolwide API growth target (on average) during the first three 

years of full implementation, and at least meeting the schoolwide API growth 
target in subsequent funding years; 

6. Meeting all Williams v. State of California agreement requirements; and  
7. Assigning administrators with exemplary qualifications in funded schools. 
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In addition to these general participation requirements, schools must meet a set of 
interim requirements established in statute: 
 

1. Be at least one-third of the way to completing actions 1 through 5 above by the 
end of the first full year of funding (2008-2009); 

2. Be at least two-thirds of the way toward completing actions 1 through 5 above by 
the end of the second full year of funding (2009-2010); 

3. Fully implement all of actions 1 through 5 by the end of the third full year of 
funding (2010-2011) and each year thereafter; and 

4. Fulfill actions 6 and 7 above by the end of the first full year of funding and each 
funding year thereafter. 

 
Application Process: 
 
Because there are more schools eligible for funding than can be supported with 
available funds, districts have been given the opportunity to prioritize their eligible 
schools for selection in funding.  The school Area/Assistant Superintendents and 
Deputy Superintendent have developed the District’s prioritized list of schools (see 
appendix I).  If any school from a district is randomly selected, the school to which the 
district assigned highest priority will be included in the list of funded schools.   
 
Alternative QEIA Requirements: 
 
Districts may also apply to use alternative program requirements.  The District will 
submit the names of four schools under the alternative program requirements (see 
appendix I). 
 
Alternative programs may be used to serve no more than 15% of the students funded 
statewide and must serve the entire school.  Priority for approval under the alternative 
option is given to schools serving students in any of grades nine through twelve that can 
demonstrate they cannot implement class size reduction due to extraordinary issues 
related to facilities, or will suffer an adverse impact on eligibility for state school facilities 
funding by trying to implement the regular QEIA option. 
 
While specific requirements for districts and schools applying under the alternative 
option are less prescriptive than those for the regular option, districts or chartering 
authorities applying on behalf of schools under the alternative program option will be 
required to take several additional actions (EC Section 52055.760), including: 
 

• Demonstrate that the alternative program will provide a higher level of student 
academic achievement than the regular program requirements; 

 
• Ensure that the proposal is based on reliable data and meets the current and 

confirmed standards of scientifically based practices as defined in EC Section 
44757.5(j); 
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• Ensure that the cost of implementing the alternative program does not exceed 
the amount of funding received pursuant to the QEIA; 

 
• Agree to comply with alternative program requirements and be subject to periodic 

review and termination procedures applied to other schools; 
 

• Ensure that the school exceeds its schoolwide API growth target (on average) 
during the first three years of full implementation, and annually thereafter; 

 
• Ensure that any school applying under this process, including HPSGP grantees, 

presents a plan that enhances the school improvement efforts stipulated in their 
school action plan or HPSGP proposal.  The utilization of QEIA funds must result 
in new or expanded program activities beyond those described in the current 
SPSA or proposed School Action Plan; and 

 
• Agree to involve stakeholders, such as the district, school (administrators, 

teachers), parents, and external entities in the planning, implementation, and 
ongoing monitoring process. 

 
Next Steps: 
 
Applications for the QEIA funding must be received by the CDE by 5:00 p.m. on March 
30, 2007.  All eligible schools will be randomly assigned a number by the CDE.  At least 
one school from every county with an eligible school in its jurisdiction that submits a 
complete application will be funded according to their district or chartering authority’s 
priority order of selection.  Schools selected will represent a balance of student 
enrollment among grade spans.  The School Superintendent of Public Instruction and 
the Secretary of Education will recommend the selected schools to the State Board of 
Education for formal approval for funding. 
 
 
Prepared by:  Geno Flores, Deputy Superintendent 
 
 
Appendix:  1.  District Prioritized List of Schools 
 


