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Introductory Statement 
 

This report recommends modification of Board Policy F-3100 and elimination of Board Policy F-

3150 to ensure alignment with revisions to California Education Code Section 51747 relating to 
independent study.    

 

Discussion 

 
The California Education Code relating to independent study has been revised, necessitating 

review and modification of associated district policies and procedures to ensure consistency with 

the law.  The most significant change to the Education Code relates to the requirements for the 
written Independent Study Master Agreement. 

 

During the 2006-07 academic year, a work group was convened to review new Education Code 
requirements and to develop recommendations for the revision of district policy for Board action.  

(See attachment A for a list of work group members.)  As part of their charge, the work group 

reviewed existing district policy and practices related to independent study in order to identify the 

changes needed to bring the district into compliance with the new Education Code.  The work 
group then drafted a new independent study policy for Board review (see Proposed Board Policy 

F-3100, Attachment B).  The proposed policy for independent study includes two notable 

changes:  

1. Establishment of 20 school days as the maximum length of time that may elapse between the 

date an independent study assignment is given and the date by which the student must 

complete the assigned work. 

2. A provision that calls for an evaluation to determine if it is in the best interest of a student to 
continue in independent study if he/she misses two scheduled appointments with the 

supervising credentialed teacher or twice fails to complete assignments as scheduled. 

 
The suggested revisions to Board Policy F-3100 (and the elimination of Board Policy F-3150) 

ensure compliance with the Education Code relating to independent study, provide guidelines to 

inform the revision of related district procedures, and support consistency and instructional 
quality for students taking advantage of this educational option. 

 

Following Board approval of the policy recommendations, related district procedures will be 

revised, as appropriate.  Principals and school staff will be informed about the changes to Board 
Policy and procedure for immediate implementation. 

 

Recommendation 
 

The Superintendent recommends revisions to District Policy F-3100 and the elimination of 

District Policy F-3150 as specified in Attachment B of this report. 
 


