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INSTRUCTION 
Independent Study  

 

F–3100  To allow a student with special needs to meet specific course/subject requirements 

through an individualized program of instruction, Contract of Independent Study 

(CIS) shall be offered as an alternative to the regular classroom program of 

instruction.  

 

  (Approved 3–88. Related Procedures 4316, 4317, 4410, 6295.)  

 

F–3150  The Board of Education supports the use of long-term independent study as an 

alternative instructional strategy by which all enrolled pupils (K–Adult) may fulfill 

academic graduation requirements in a non-classroom setting. Long-term 

independent study may be used by all pupils who are motivated to achieve 

educationally as well as or better than they would in the regular classroom. Course 

content utilized in long-term independent study programs parallels course content 

provided pupils in the regular classroom. The following principles guide the 

implementation of this policy:  

    

a.  Long-term independent study is a voluntary instructional option available to all 

students. Students in long-term independent study have the option of returning to 

schools offering traditional classroom instruction.  

  

b.  Students with exceptional needs (special education students) may participate in 

long-term independent study if their individualized education programs 

specifically provide for that participation.  

  

c.  A written independent study master agreement and assignment contract shall be 

developed for each participating pupil.  

  

d.  To ensure that students in long-term independent study do not fall behind and 

increase the risk of dropping out of school, strict limits shall be placed on the time 

within which assignments must be completed and on missing appointments with 

supervising independent study teachers:  

  

(1)  For all pupils in long-term independent study, the maximum length of time 

that may elapse between the time an assignment is made and the date by 

which the pupil must complete the assigned work shall be eighteen weeks.  

  

(2)  When a student fails to complete four consecutive independent study 

assignments during any period of twenty school days, or misses two 

appointments with his or her supervising independent study teacher 

without valid reason, appropriate staff shall conduct an evaluation to 

determine whether the pupil shall be allowed to continue in long-term 

independent study.  
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   (Approved 7–93. Revised 3–21–95. Related Procedures 4317, 4400, 4410.)  
 

F–3100 The Board of Education authorizes independent study as an optional alternative instructional 

strategy (not an alternative curriculum) for students enrolled in any school K–12 and adult 

school in the district. Independent study provides individual pupils with a means to master state 

content standards, as well as a way to accommodate special interests, abilities, or individual 

needs, outside the regular classroom. 

 

 The district shall ensure that it provides independent study students with the same access to 

existing services and resources as are available to all other students in the school in which the 

independent study students are enrolled. No school may provide funds or any other thing of 

value that a school district could not legally provide to a pupil or parent/guardian of the school 

district. 

 

 The superintendent or designee shall determine that the prospective independent study student 

understands the district’s requirements for independent study and is prepared to meet them. As 

prescribed by law, the superintendent or designee shall guarantee that each participating 

student has on file a current written Independent Study Master Agreement. Each written 

Master Agreement shall be signed prior to the beginning of independent study. 

 

 The Master Agreement shall specify the manner, time, frequency, and place for submitting a 

student’s assignments and reporting progress; objectives and methods of study for the student’s 

work; methods used to evaluate that work; and specific resources, including materials and 

personnel, that will be made available to the student.  

 

 The Master Agreement shall state the beginning and end dates for the student’s participation in 

independent study under the agreement. The maximum duration of a Master Agreement is one 

semester or one-half year. 

 

 To help each student succeed in independent study, the board establishes 20 school days as the 

maximum length of time that may elapse between the date an independent study assignment is 

made and the date by which the student must complete the assigned work. The Master 

Agreement shall include a statement to this effect. When circumstances justify a longer period 

of time, the superintendent or designee may extend the maximum length of an assignment. 

 

 The Master Agreement shall state that if any student misses two scheduled appointments with 

the supervising credentialed teacher, or twice fails to complete and submit assignments as 

scheduled, the superintendent or designee shall conduct an evaluation to determine whether it 

is in the student’s best interest to remain in independent study. A written record of the findings 

of this evaluation shall be retained as prescribed by law.  

 

 The Master Agreement shall specify the number of semester credits, or, for elementary grades, 

other appropriate measures of academic accomplishment, that the student will earn on 

completion of the agreement. Master Agreements, including subsidiary Assignment 

Agreements, must be consistent with the district’s adopted course of study. 

 

 The Master Agreement shall include a statement making clear that independent study is a 

voluntary educational alternative. No student may be required to participate in an independent 

study program. Independent instruction may be provided only if the student has the option of 

full-time classroom instruction available at all times.  

 

  (Approved 7–93. Revised 1-22-08. Related Procedures 4316, 4317, 4400, 4410, 

6295.) 


