Curriculum Mapping: Integrating Magnet Theme with Ongoing Units

Barnard Elementary Mandarin Chinese Magnet Program

1* Grade

What are the similarities and differences between China and America? How does a deep understanding of both cultures help us to be responsible global citizens
who can successfully use their knowledge in an increasingly diverse world?

Literacy

materials

Unit 1: Digging for
Treasure: Finding the
Meaning in Nonfiction Text

Can be related by topic.

Non-fiction texts support
learning across cultures.

Comparing schools in China
vs schools in the US. What
are the similarities and
differences between those
schools as well as what it’s
like being six in each
country?

Unit 2: How Do Our Books
Go? Finding the Meaning in
Fictional Text and Poetry

Informational texts are
constructed using elements
that are the same across
cultures.

Understanding that
regardless of culture, there
are the same story elements.

Unit 3: Going for Gold:
Discovering Main Ideas I
Nonfiction Text

Can be related by topic.
Regardless of the language

we are reading in, there is a
main idea.

Expanding on the fact that
across cultures, informational
texts have a main idea. Using
the new year’s theme to
compare and contrast texts
about each country’s
celebration.

Unit4: The Life in
Literature: Exploring Theme
Through Character and
Poetry

Regardless of culture, we
find universal feelings,
hopes, and fears.

Infuse Chinese texts to show
that regardless of culture,
characters deal with the same
feelings.

Unit 5: Discovery By
Design: Exploring the
Research Process

Can be related by topic.

People across cultures do the
research process in the same
way.

What was the research work
of the author? What did the
author study to write this?

Use for instruction leading
up to technology product.

Using Chinese topics to build
knowledge and teach how to
research and produce an
informational text.

Unit 6: What Is This Really
About? Exploring Ideas
Across Fictional Text

Stories are constructed using
elements that are the same
across cultures.

Regardless of culture, we
find universal feelings,
hopes, and fears.

Use texts by Chinese authors
or texts that represent
concerns/issues/celebrations
throughout unit to build
knowledge of Chinese
culture through stories.

Unit 7: Operation
Communication: Sharing Our
Messages About the World

Can be related by topic.
Authors from varying

cultures often write about the
same big ideas.

Expanding on the fact that
across cultures, informational
texts have a main idea and
text features.

Process, product,

and materials

Air and Weather

Plot weather in a city in China in addition to our daily weather.
Plot weather in a city in China in addition to our daily weather.
Compare the weather of a city in China with San Diego.

Foss Kit- Air and Weather
Weather.com

Solids and Liquids

Plants and Animals

Animal and plants from China will be included in the discussion




Developing Social Skills and Responsibility

All cultures want citizens that have behave responsibly.

Compare & contrast the ways people act responsibility in school, at
home and in the community in China and the US.

Reflections A Childs View Pgs. 30 and 31 (Social Studies Textbook)
We’re From China Emma Lynch

A Visit To China Pg 22 Peter and Connie Roop

Expanding Children’s Geographic and Economic Worlds

All cultures are affected by the geography of their country and the Jobs
that drive their economy.

Locate & identify China on the globe/map. Look at the affects
geographic features have on people and the economy.

Globe, Maps
Look What Came From China by Miles Harvey

A Visit to China Peter and Connie Roop
Weather.com

Developing Awareness of Cultural Diversity Now and Long Ago

All cultures have symbols, holidays, and heroes that are unique to their
countries.

Compare dress, manners, stories, games, holidays, and heroes.

Bringing in the New Year
Look What Came From China by Miles Harvey

A Visit to China by Peter and Connie Roop
Reflections A Child’s View (Social Studies Textbook)
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Topics and concepts guiding language
instruction in language lab

pumpkins (tall, short,
square and round),
feelings

comparing and
contrasting Moon
festival and
Thanksgiving

objects in different
sizes and shapes

describing zodiac
animals and their
actions, Chinese New
Year

describe), my pets
(what they do and can
not do), my daily
routines, family
activities (what we do)

things in my
classroom, expressing
needs for supplies,
telling time and
schedules

My Mother?)




Follow through on topics and concepts

to strengthen learning in the language

Understanding of sun
moon, and weather

Review colors, shapes,
and sizes

Making lists of types of
holiday foods

Understanding the
purpose of giving and
receiving gifts and
review of shapes and
sizes

Compare and contrast of
symbols of China and the
usS

Review of routines
inside and outside the
classroom. Discussion
of the responsibilities of
being a family member

Review of five senses
and directional words
(i.e. over, under,
between, behind, etc)

Readers’ Theater




