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MARCH Dea Parents and Community, e |
March.20& 21 Science Fair . It is the beginning of March and | thought we would be ocoupying our new
March 26 Spring Open House/B ook Fair library/media cetter and lunch area by now however thisis not the cae. The
NEW Computer Lab & rainy weather has caused the recent delays and the new projeded date for comple-
NEW Library Visitation/Book Fair tionisaround March 15" Wewill be having Open House this month on
- 5:00-6:00 March 26", at that time we hope our new library/media center will be open for
everyone to see.
Classroom Visitation - 6:00- 7:00 From 5:00 PM to 6:00 PM the new library/media center will be open aswell asa
book fair for parentsto purchase books for your children.
™ From 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM dl classroomswill be open for parentsto visit your

child's classroom and meet with the teacher.

The Six to Six program will be movingto a new location inthe near future. The
program will berelocaed to the aeaprevioudy occupied by the library/media
center in the back of the auditorium. This areais currently bei ng refurbished and
will berealy in a wuple of weeks. The bungalows currently housing the program
will be removed from the school site oncethe new library/media center construc-
tionis completed.

By the time you read this | etter we should be offering our new menu in the cdete-
ria. Thechildren will have avariety of different entreesto choose fromincluding
asaad bar at lunchtime. A group of parents, teachers and staff members have
met to discuss and develop a plan for the new lunch area procedures. We will not
finalizethese plans until we atualy have control of the entire lunch area.

The traffic inthe morning and after school is gill amajor concern, let me remind
all parentsto please not double-park or call/drop off your children from
acrossthe stree. The policehave been gving ticketsin front of our school to
peoplethat violate thetraffic laws. Please do not park in front of the school inthe
areas designated for limited time unless you remainin your ca. The policede-
partment hasinformed me that any vehicle parked and |eft unattended in these
areawill be given aticket.

Congratul ationsto the students and teachers of Marvin Elementary!!! The new

N API (Academic Performance Index) has been announced and Marvin received an

Downtown Son I]lﬁﬂll SrentoMesa: hﬂﬂﬂ]ﬂ Mesa 8 out of apossble score of 10 ontheir standardized test scores for all schoalsin

the State of California.  We dso received an 8 out of 10 scorefor al schools
similar in demographics to Marvin. Wewill continue working to meet the needs

1200 4th Ave. 7888 Othello Ave. 7110 Carroll Road

San Diego, CA San Diego, CA San Diego CA, of al our students andraise our test scores even higher.
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Silent Auction D ate Has Been Changed

The date that we previously gave you for the anual
Silent Auction has been changed. Please mark your
calendars for Marvin's Silent Auction on Friday eve-
ning, May 2" in the Marvin Auditorium. Requests
have gone out to businesses for items and services to
auction. If you know of someone who may like to
donate something for the auction, please contact
Tracy Freeman, 741-6082. Again, dinner for the eve-
ning will follow the drcus theme of “Under the Big
Top,” with hot dogs, nachos, churros, popcorn, cotton
candy, sodas, and much, much more. More informa-
tion will be coming out in next month's M anuscript
and flyers will come home advertising the event.
Don't missit! If you signed up at the beginning of
the school year to help with this event, we will be
contacting you. If you didn't sign up, but would like
to help with this event, please contact Tracy Freeman
at the number above.

Come on Qutto our
Next Din

The next Marvin Dine-out will be & Baja Fresh
Mexican Grill on Murphy Canyon Road at the corner
of Aero Drive and Murphy Canyon Road. Look for
the flyers coming home with date and time. Thisisan
easy way to raise money for Marvin. BajaFresh do-
nates 15% of all sales (to people with the flyer) that
evening to Marvin. Come on out and see your class-
mates, their families and the M arvin staff!
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4] ATTENTION PARENTS

Antibiotic M edicines that are taken

at school will need a doctor's note

+ for the school to dispense the
medication. The note can be the

ok |original note or it can be faxed to the

+ school at 619-582-7853. Short Term
Medication Form will not longer be

+ used for antibiotics.
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Asyou may already know, Marvin
participates in the National Scrip Program.
This program enables the school to make
money at no cost to you. When you purchase
a gift certificate at any one of the storeson -
the merchant list, the company will send aper-
centage of your purchase back to the school. Thisisan
excellent program that only takes a little effort on your
behalf. Scrip can be used for:

*Shopping for special occasions like

Christmas & Birthdays.

*Every day shopping like groceries, gas, etc.

*Paying bill s at Department stores.

If you would like to order scrip, please look for
the order form that will come home with your child the
last Friday of every month. Please return it along with
your payment to the school office by Tuesday of the fol-
lowing week; your order will be delivered to you by Fri-
day of that week. Please consider participating in this
program, if it is successful, other fundraisers will not be
necessary therefore saving you money. If you have any
questions about this program, please fed free to call us.

Anne Wilson or Michelle Miller
501-2002 698-6550

HOOL TORS

School Tours will be the first Friday
of each month from 12:30 to 2:10
and June 6 at 8:00 a.m.

U

These are the only times that we will have visitation.
Any questions, please cdl the school office @
583-1355

NEW STUDENT Registration

Registration is Thursday, A pril 3 from
8:00 - 10:00 in the office. New students to
the district need immunization record, birth
certificate and proof of residency (gas & electric bill,
etc.)

Any questions, please call the school @ 583-1355
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NEWSFROM THE COMPUTER LAB
By Donna Roland

WeGre coming down to the finish line, as of thiswriting the move in
date for the new building is the week of March 17th ( maybe the luck
of the Irish will be with us!) The grand opening has been set for the
26th which is also the date of the book fair and open house, so mark
your calendars. The computer [ab time has been relocated to room 11
for 3 weeks where the students have been working on science experi-
ments that relate to ecology and natural resources. They have been
making posters about ecology and recycling. Keep your fingers
crossed that the latest move in date isthe red one!

We have been submitting a number of proposals for technology grants,
sinceit seems a shame to have a new building and 6 year old com-
puters! If anyone out there has connections please let me know.

MANUSCRIPT

Has your child LOST aJacket, Lunchbox,
Backpack..Sweater ?

REMEMBER! ALL UNCLAIMEDITEMS WILL

BE DONATED TO A CHARITY INJUNE! You
can find the lost and found rack in front of the Office.

— | 1(: , 7+ 2) &
Asof the week of February 24th the office has

?)
T8
begun displaying student work on a bulletin

board!!! We've started with Room 1 and a different class
will be displayed each week by numerical order ending

with Room 18, the last week of school. When we resume
in September, we will begin with Room 20. W e invite you
to stop by the office and seeyour childOs work the week it

School News
By John Sivak

The two-man play on the life of Leonardo da Vinci has been
rescheduled to March 24", Marvin's annual Silent Auction
isnow scheduled for May 2",

Both parents and school staff have been frustrated by the
results of the various MM construction projects. School
input had been obtained well before the Library construction
began for instance, yet none of the specific changes were
incorporated into the architect’s plans. The school was not
allowed to review revisions prior to the final plans being
submitted to the contractor and, as aresult, many of thein-
adequacies of those original plans are now being realized. A
listing of appropriate contacts regarding specific issues can
be found at http://www.sandi.net/fac_mgmt.htm.

What happensatthe PTF meetings? Therewasa lot of
good news regarding provisions for the new computer lab.
Mrs. Roland said that she had selected work surfaces and
has found several new resources to help her apply for vari-
ousgrants. Mrs. Hard reported that the teachers liked the
idea of rotating students through a common Science L ab that
would be staffed with PTF funding. The PTF has pledged to
do all it can to make up for any district budget short fallsin
terms of funds for supplies and resources. Y our contribu-
tions to the Marvin PTF help the foundation to provide re-
sources for our children’s education that the district simply
cannot. Please consider donating your time or funds toward
your children’s learning environment. M eetings are held the
Second Wednesday of every month at 7 PM .

How about the GrassField Committee? Dan Rubin (Grass
Field CommitteeChair) reported on both the cost and main-
tenance savings that would be realized by utilizing an artifi-
cial turf such as that used on Patrick Henry's new field.
There has been quite alot of positive feedback regarding the
new High School field and Marvin is leaning strongly in that
direction.

The Site Governance Council was preoccupied with the
effects of budget reductions and restructuring this month.
Three non-teaching positions had been identified asin jeop-
ardy for the next school year, however nothing concrete will
be known until things are finalized much later this year. The
good news was that the Off Campus Learning trips for the
4" and 5" grades are still on for this spring. SGC M eetings
are held the second Wednesday of every month at 3:30 PM
and parents are encouraged to come hear first hand what is
happening within our site.
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S.AY Extended Day Program

The SAY Extended Day Program islooking forward to the first day of Spring with M arch’s theme “Spring Fever.” Wewill focus
on being outside and noticing changes that occur around thistime of year. The children redly enjoy the way we present the adivities.
Our C.H.O.I.C.E. curriculum (Children Have Options In a Creaive Environment) focuses on four special areas. THINK, activities
that promote cognitive thought and reasoning processes. CREATE, opportunities for expression through various media.

DISCOVER, hands-on exploration of the physical world. PRETEND, asupportive environment for imaginative interactions. Special
events thismonth include aPrize & PizzaParty for raising over $320 for the annual SAY DAY atthe BAY and afieldtrip to SDSU
and the AZTEC Bowling Center.

We still have room for afew more lucky kids. To find out more aout our program, stop by Rm. 21B for avisit or cal the
SAY office & 858-565-4148.

GATE Flagh

“ by Donna Skahill

There have been many questions about the district
W atch for the brochures coming home offering sponsored GATE meeting for newly identified

scrumptious See's Candies for Easter. Thisisan inex- students. MARK YOUR CALENDER, the next

pensive way to support the school and give someone a District meeting will be on JUNE 4th at the

special treat at the same time. Eugene Brucker Education Center A uditorium.

If you missed the last meeting this one should be

penciled in now.

Easter See's Candies
FundraiserComing Soon!

The GATE Office's Distinguished Lecture Series

was cancelled due to district budget cuts.
DISASTER Mr. Derwaeis hoping to hold a meeting at M arvin
PREPAREDNESS in the future to addressany questions.
Please watch the M anuscript “or” a notice coming
Marvin will have its annual Disaster Drill on Wednesday, home with your child for further updates. If there

March 12™ at 10:45a.m. If you are interested in helping or see- | |ig anything else you may need please feel freeto
ing how our disaster drill works, please report to the school of- | [sontact me a dskahill@ cox.net, or in Room 9.

ficeby 10:30am. In the case of ared disaster, we need volun- .
o ’ Also feel free to contact the GATE office@
teersthat would be able and willing to report to the school (858) 573-5998.

ASAP and help with the children. This should be aparent that
iswithin walking distance of school during school hours. Your
help and interest is GREATLY appreciated! Please cdl the
school office @ 583-1355 if you can help. If you signed upto
help at the beginning of the school year, you will be contacted.
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Glassroom News

Room 8

M Mrs. Slabbert/Mrs.Levert on
' 3rd Grade

By Connor Alvarez

We arereading about heroes. We read The
Sphinx: a Greek Myth. Recently we read about
Jackie Robinson. This week we watched a
Magic school Bus movie aboutt he solar
system. Aftert he movie we learned an easy
way tolearnthe 9 planetsinorder. Learning
aboutt he solars ystem is fun!

Room 8 is excited aboutt he New Library/
Media Center openingon March 26th! We are
al working hard on our Science Fair projects,
which will be due on the 19th of March.

Room 12

Mrs. Johnson
2nd Grade

-

V)

Room 12 had af un workingo nou rf able and fo Ik-
tale unit. We wrote our ownfa bles for ac lassr oom
book! It wasr eallyf un. W ee special y loved read-
ing the fables writt en by Aesop. He wasv erygo od
at writing them. We are real excited aboutt he
science fair. Almost all the class is doinga sciece
fair project. Also Mrs. Johnson is getting us
started on writingc reative st ories. Sheh as in-
spired us to write more and more by readinga
creative story that she wrote in 8th gradee nglish.
We area Il gett ing veryg ood at creative writing
too.

Room 9

Mrs. Skabhil

3rd Grade

Room 9 is travelinga crosst he United States
(figurativelyo fc oursel!). The students have been
studying individual states and trying to memorize
their geographic locations. We sure areh aving fun
and learninga lot. We are continuing our journey
with the Junior Great Books and our inquiry based
discussions. We love to read and our biographies
enriched our knowledge ofo thers. We wil continue
learninga bout history through our next book
study. The ScienceF air will be fun. Please planto
att end on March 19th. Our class will be ready to
show some ofo ur wondrous work on March 26th
for Open House. Weare lookingf orward to March
and the openingof thel ibrarya nd Computer Lab.

New things always excite us. We will also be travel-

ing to Mission Trails for a studyof the Kumeyaay
I ndians with Room 8 on the 18th.

— Room 20
DE@@ Mrs. Henetz
Bd N NN 2nd Grade

By Eric Pett ersen

The boys and girlsin room 20 wil be very busy
inMarch. We are getting ready for Open
House. We wl | have avideo tape and a sl de
show ofa lot of our work.We are goingo na
field tr iptothe Natural History

Museum on Tuesday, March 18. We wl be do-
ing hist orical fictionf oro ur genre study.In
room 20 we are hard workers, but sometimes
we have funtoo.




District News

Budget

Rick Knott, SDCS Executive Director, Resource Development presented a2002-2003 Budget update and the 2003-2004 B udget
Projection at the February 19™ meeting of the District Advisory Council for Compensatory E ducation Programs.

Presentation handouts can be found at http://www.sandi.net/board/reports/2003/0121/budget_ppt.pdf.

Background:
SDCSis the second largest school district in the state and has an annual budget of $1.1 billion. Number oneis LA with
abudget of 8.9 billion and number three is Fresno with a budget of $858 million.
Required budget cuts for the 02/03 school year total $75.1 million.

How did we end up $75million in the hole?
Proposed expenditures going into the 02/03 year had to be trimmed by $10 million to balance the budget.
Through a series of vetos by the Governor announced September 5™ 9™ and 30™, state funding was reduced by $7.5
million for the 02/03 school year.
On September 5, the State dso announced plans to defer $29.6 million in funding for our district until the 03/04 school
year.
On December 9" the Governor announced a mid-year budget cut of an additional $28 million dollars from SDCS's
revenue.
Cutsthis year:
$57.4 million cut for 02/03 school year:
0 The equivalent of 240 Full Time non-teaching (Classified Staff) positions cut.
Due to State law, credentialed positions (teaching) cannot be cut unless notified by March of the previous
budget year.
0 Majorservice and resource reductions are being made & District and School levels (including Marvin).
$17.7 million remaining deficit will come out of the District’s cash reserves which fund the beginning of the
subsequent school year.
Next year?
Current estimates are that if state funding next year is the same as this year, then an additional $150 million
must be trimmed from the budget.
Additional cuts must be made if the state makes further reduces funding.
An early retirement plan is being offered to teachers who qualify in an effort to voluntarily reduce payroll in that area.

Beverage Contracts:
Dennis Y eatman with SDCS provided a review of the new Beverage Proposal with Coca Cola and Pepsi. Presently each school

negotiates individually to contract with one of the two companies. Through individual contracts, High School A.S.B. Leaders
gain contract negotiations experience and revenues for their School. Unfortunately, there is substantially more to be had than is
typically negotiated.

The District is proposing a single contract with BOTH Coca Cola and Pepsi for side-by-side vending sales of Water, Sports
Drinks, and Carbonated Beverages (in High Schools). Water will be priced lower than other products and at least 50% of vend-
ing choiceswill be non-carbonated. It is anticipated that by negotiating from the central office, commisson on sales will in-
crease from an average of 26.8% to 35% and annual donations will increase from an average of $4K to $10K. Each school will
still get at LEAST what it iscurrently receiving as part of its current contract and excessrevenueswill go to the district to fund
District Physical Fitnessprograms.

What about Health and Fitness and Senate Bill 19? Vending machines will not be added to Elementary Schools nor will car-
bonated beverages be available to Elementary School Students. For more information on SB 19, please visit www.ca.gov and
search for SB 19. Vendorswill be expected to lead the way in promoting a healthier lifestyle by:

Re-institute the “Presidential Physical Fitness Award”.

Provide PE supplies to all schools, “Step-O-Meters” to all Middle School Students, and Tae Bo videos to High Schools.

Encourage Celebrity athletes and performersto promote these programs at the schools.

Vendorswill not label vending machines with the carbonated product logos.

Vendorswill label vending machineswith healthy options and fitness messages.
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GE Financial Insurance
Now isthe right RECYCLE AT
ow istheright timeto Long Term Care Insurance.

(The younger you are, the better) @ }‘g SC H OO L |

“Protect your Assets”
“Never become a burden”

Call Alan Levinetoday foraFREE, . .
No obligation needs analysis Please turn into the office any empty toner

Alan Levine cartridges and old cell phones. We can recycle them
619-280-4900 Lic. #0D15490 for money for the school!




