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Dear Parents and Students, 
 
Our new library/media center now has a roof, walls and windows.  Things 
are moving along nicely with the construction. At a certain point things 
seem to happen very quickly and this isn't unusual with new construction. 
The construction is still slated for completion sometime in February.  We 
have recently been allowed to use part of our new lunch arbor.  However, 
because of this limited access to the new lunch arbor we have a few minor 
changes to procedures during lunchtime.  I have gone to each classroom to 
explain to the students the new procedures and the reasons.   Very little 
has actually changed.  The only major change is as students enter the 
lunch area they line-up according to the way they arrive and are seated in 
that order.  Students still can eat with their classroom friends; they only 
need to remember to line-up with their friends as they enter the lunch area. 
Once we have the entire lunch arbor and library area finished we will be 
able to revisit our lunch time processes, but for now it is safety first. 
     The vehicular traffic before and after school has become a problem.  I 
am asking parents to please not double-park in front of the school to drop 
off and/or pick up your children.  If you drop off or pick up your children 
from the school parking lot, please try to find a parking space. We under-
stand with the construction, parking has been difficult. Unfortuntley many 
children are running between cars and this has created an unsafe situation.  
Please ask your children to remain on the sidewalks until you arrive, and 
they can be safely escorted to your vehicle.  
     Parent/teacher conferences are coming up shortly, Nov. 13th, 14th, 15th 
and 18th.  The teachers have sent out or will shortly send out notices with 
the day and time of your scheduled conference.  These conferences are an 
important time for you to check on your child's progress.   
     This year we have a new math program and some parents have re-
quested more information about this new program.  A meeting has been 
scheduled for any interested parents to attend on November 12th at 6:00 p.
m.  There will be representatives from the district to explain this new pro-
gram and answer any questions about it.   
     All classrooms have new wall to wall carpeting and we are happy to re-
port this installation was completed with a minimum of instructional inter-
ruptions.  The classrooms have taken on a more homey and warm feeling.  
We all l ove this new carpet and want to keep it looking as good as possi-
ble.  Just one last reminder, when you come to school, please check-in at 
the office and get a visitor’s pass.  Parents are always welcome however 
we prefer visitations in the afternoon whenever possible to avoid interrup-
tions in the morning when students are receiving instruction in literacy and 
mathematics.   
 
Sincerely,  
E. Jay Derwae, Principal 

November 
 
 Nov. 8        No School Staff Dev. 
 Nov. 11      No School/ Veterans Day 
 Nov  14      Make-Up Picture Day 
 Nov. 13,14,15 & 18 Minimum Days 
                     Parent Teacher Conferences    
Nov.  28,29  Thanksgiving Break  

Attention Students!!   
Please bring in your left over Fall Festi-

val tickets. We will have a prize booth set up  
November 13 after school! 
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Family Portrait Opportunity  
November 23r d 

 
  Just in time for holiday portraits, the PTF has 
arranged a portrait sitting with Vollenweider 
Photography.  For a $25.00 sitting fee, each 
family receives one complimentary 8 x 10 por-
trait print.  Once 20 families have signed up to 
have their portraits taken on November 23rd, 
Marvin will receive a portion of the sitting fee, 
as well as 10% of the total sales placed by 
school members.  Watch for the f lyer to come 
home the first week of November.  Return the 
form to your teacher with the $25 payment and 
a portrait time will be scheduled.  If the 23rd 
doesn’ t work for you, an alternate time can be 
arranged with the studio.  The PTF thought this 
was a great way to get holiday portraits done 
and earn a little money for the school at the 
same time. 
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The “ Jolly Gift Boutique” is coming to Marvin  
Elementary on December 2nd - 6th.  
 
The program is designed to allow our students to ex-
perience the joy of selecting a secret gift for someone 
special during this Holiday Season. 
The shop is a mini store set up just for kids in the 
school and will run during school hours. Gifts for all 
members of the family may be found starting at only 
ten cents!! 
 
If you would like to help or have any questions please 
call Lynn Hendricks at 582-8454.  

 

GR ASS F I ELD S 
A T  M ARVIN  

 
In a recent meeting at Allied Gardens Library 
attended by Jay Wilson (rep for Council 
member Jim Madaffer), reps from Gage, 
Foster, Benchley-Weinberger, Marvin Ele-
mentary Schools and Mission Trails Little 
League and Crusaders Soccer, it was de-
cided to form a “partnership” between the 
schools and athletic groups in an effort to 
see grass fields at these local schools. 
 
Jay Wilson received an email from Alan  
Bersin in support of an all-district committee 
to look at the issue of joint use fields. 
 
Marvin Elementary will keep the funds  
collected for our Grass Fields, but jointly we 
will work on obtaining grants to this purpose.  
Any monies earned as a group will be held in 
a joint account. 
 
TIME HAS FINALLY RUN OUT FOR 
PAINTING YOUR TILE…THE LIBRARY 
WALLS ARE UP AND SOON OUR TILES 
WILL BE PLACED ON AN  
OUTSIDE WALL FOR ALL TO SEE.   
THANKS TO ALL THE FAMILIES AND 
TEACHERS WHO BOUGHT TILES! 
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Fundraiser
 

  Cookie dough orders were due in 
on Monday, Nov. 4th.  If you didn’t get 
your order in on time, please turn it in to 
your teacher as soon as possible.  We will 
send it in as a late order.  Orders will be 
delivered on Monday, Nov. 25th, just in 
time for holiday baking.  Let’s get those 
grass fields going at Marvin! 
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As you may already know, Marvin 
participates in the National Scrip Program.  
This program enables the school to make 
money at no cost to you.  When you purchase a 
gift certificate at any one of the stores on the 
merchant list, the company will send a per-
centage of your purchase back to the school.  This is an 
excellent program that only takes a littl e effort on your be-
half.  Scrip can be used for: 
             * Shopping for special occasions like                                                                           
                Christmas & Birthdays. 
             * Every day shopping like groceries, gas, etc.                                                                                                                                                                            
              * Paying bill s at Department stores. 

If you would like to order scrip, please look for the 
order form that will come home with your child the last Fri-
day of every month.  Please return it along with your pay-
ment to the school office by Tuesday of the following week; 
your order will be delivered to you by Friday of that week.  
Please consider participating in this program, if it is success-
ful, other fundraisers will not be necessary therefore saving 
you money.  If you have any questions about this program, 
please feel free to call us. 
 

Anne Wilson  or  Michelle Mill er  
501-2002            698-6550                                                                                                            

 

Pr es i dent ’ s N ot es  
By Anne Wilson 
PTF  President 

 
 
Dear Marvin Parents, 
   
It is hard to believe we are already into the 3rd month of 
school, where does the time go? I would just like to take this 
opportunity to thank Debbie Hus and her committee for the 
great job they did organizing Red Ribbon Week, I know the 
kids had a great time at the Bike Rodeo Assembly. I would 
also li ke to thank Tracy Freeman, Lisa Glanz and the many, 
many parents who volunteered to help make the Fall Festival 
such a great success, we know how much work goes into this 
event and the school is grateful for all your time and hard 
work. I know the kids had a great time and that is what 
counts. 
I would just like to remind you all that the PTF meeting will 
take place on Wednesday the 13th of November @ 7pm in 
the auditorium. Please come and share your suggestions or 
concerns. If we continue to work together we can continue to 
help keep Marvin the great school it i s. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please feel free to call me.  
Have a happy and safe Thanksgiving. 
 
Anne Wilson  
PTF President 
501-2002 

 
 

 
The 2nd - 5th grade students at Marvin are becoming travel agents. They have begun putting together 

their own travel brochures for their foreign country. They are being asked to have at least 4 or 5 cities and 
landmarks to be included. Using real brochures as examples, they wil l be developing their own tours.  

Marvin has recently applied for a grant that if we are successful in getting the grant, the new facilit y wil l house new 
computers!! Keep your fingers crossed. We are also working on getting a server which will allow each student to have 
their own file instead of saving their work onto 3.5 floppy disks that sometimes fail and lose all of their hard work. 
Again, keep your fingers crossed.  
 
I would like to send out a BIG THANK YOU to those parents who have found the hour a week or so to assist in the lab. 
You are the best and are like gold to me  

N E W S F R O M  T H E  CO M P UT E R  L AB  
By Donna Roland 

 
 
 
 
Our See's Candy Fundraiser starts November 18. 
Please turn in all orders on December 3. The candy 
will arrive to school on December 17 and 18. The class 
with the most orders sold will win a pizza party. Please  
have your children only sell to friends and family.  
If you have any questions please call Shawnte@ 
582-5418 
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Room  2 
Mr s. Har d 

Kinder gart en 
 
 
Room  2 is looking fo r ward t o November . We love r ead-
ing a bout t ur keys and Pilgr ims. We wil l be making Na-
t ive A mer ican vests and headbands and t hen we will 
par ade t o a ll of t he c lassr ooms. Making butt er is an-
ot her fun a ct ivit y. The but t er is delicious on ou r muf -
f ins. We a r e lear ning a lot in r eading a nd mat h. School 
is FUN!  

 

               

Room  1  
Mr s. Hanna  

Kinder gart en 
 
 

 
We r eally e nj oyed our Oct ober f ield tr ips t o t he f ir e 
st at ion a nd t he p umpkin pa t ch! I n November , Room  1 
will be lear ning a bout Nat ive A mer icans and Thanksgiv-
ing. Our lett er s fo r November a r e N, R, and T. We will 
also be beginning t o lear n a bout number s and count ing.  
A  spec ial t hank you t o t he moms who volunt eer r egu-
lar ly in Room  1: Debbie Hus, Gina Mur phy, Cat hy Cir ina, 
Michelle Miller , Marci Mendicino, Diane Gar dner , Kar en 
St evens, Lor i Mor r is, Anne Wilson, and Annie Albr ight .  
             
            We a r e t hankfu l fo r you! 

     Room  20 
     Mrs . Henet z 
        2nd Gr ade                       

       By Tessa Mykel 
Many e xcit ing t hings have been h appening in Room  20. 
Car pet was r ecent ly inst alled and now w e can r elax  
and r ead anywher e on t he f loor wit h pillows.   
We h ave been st udying r ealist ic f ict ion a nd scar y  
st or ies. Somet imes, af t er we f inish rea ding a book we 
wr it e about it in our r eading r esponse j our nals.   
 Room  20 has become pen pa ls wit h Mr s. Lancast er and 
Mr . Zeman. Both ha ve wr itt en us let t er s t ell ing u s 
about what th ey do an d where th ey li ve. Mr s. Lancas-
t er went on a vacat ion a nd visit ed some e xcit ing 
places, and we lear ned t hat Mr . Zeman h as many f a-
vor it e books.  When st udents ar e behaving ver y well in 
r oom  20 t hey c an ea r n "caught you being g ood" coins. 
At t he en d of t he mont h we c an ea r n a pr ize. We tr y 
t o behave well all t he t ime. We love being in r oom  20! 
In November we wil l st udy fo lk t ales. We will make a 
cr af t pr oj ect in r esponse t o on e of t he Nat ive Amer i-
can f olk ta les. We will need lots of help f r om  par ent 
volunt eers f or t his pr oj ect .  
 

Room  15 
Mr . I annuzzi 

4t h Gr ade 
 
 

Dear Par ents ,  
 
Thank you fo r all of t he wonder fu l cont r ibut ions to 
Room  15. We cou ldn' t do it wit hout your s upport !  
We a r e looking f or ward t o seeing y ou a t par ent /
t eacher confe r ences lat er t his mont h. Report car ds 
will be given t o p are nts at t hat t ime.  
 
Our class is also p lanning a f ield tr ip in t he ea r ly pa r t 
of December . I t is an e nvir onment al awar eness pr o-
gr am  f or f ourt h a nd f ift h g r aders called... ' I Love A  
Clean San Diego' . The st udents will l ear n a bout how 
t o c ar e fo r t he e nvir onment by t aking p art in var ious 
int er act ive wor kshops. We will know t he e xact dat e 
soon.  
 

Thank you ag ain f or your s upport !  
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Room  9 
Mr s. Skahill  
3r d Gr ade 

 

      
     

 We j ust r et urned f r om  a wonder f ul f ield t r ip t o t he 
Nat ura l Hist or y Museum. They t aught us about Nat ive 
A mer ican Ar t , Plant s, Animals, and even helped us gr ind 
acor ns. Room  8 j oined us and we a ll had a blast ! Thanks 
t o our all par ent s t hat v olunt eered! 
 
This mont h we will be r eading and t alking a bout habi-
t at s fo r animals. The e f f ect humans have o n t hose 
habit at s will be a f ocus f or us. Recent ar t icles in t he 
Time f or Kids began t he conversat ions. We h ave been 
able t o r ead about t he Rain For est s and are now begin-
ning st udy of t he deser t and t he o cean/ shore a reas.  
 
Parent s ar e invit ed t o t ake p ar t in t he u pcoming con-
f erences and f ind out what wonder f ul wor k we a re do-
ing. They will see a r r ays t hat we h ave made wit h o ur 
mat h f act s and soon we wil l have a  milli on wall t o show 
t hem. Come visit Room  9 and see what fu n mat h c an be.  

Room  8 
Mr s. Slabber t / Mr s.Levert on 
           3r d Gr ade 
By Connor Alvar ez 

 
I n Room  8 we h ave been working o n g enre st udies of 
f air y t ales and f ables, genr e is a t ype o f book, f ict ion, 
non-f ict ion e t c.  Our f avor it e f able book is  
Squids will be Squids by J ohn Scieszka, i t is so f unny!   
 
I n Mat h we have f inished our unit on mult iplicat ion, but 
we a re st ill working on o ur mult iplicat ion f act s.   
 
I n Science we h ave complet ed our unit on g rowing p lant s 
and wil l soon begin our unit of stu dy o n phot osynt hesis.   
 
I n Ar t we h ave been lear ning a bout dif f erent li ne  
designs, we learned about pr imar y, secondary a nd  
int er mediat e c olor s wit h o ur color wheel .   
 
We h ad a great t ime on our f ield t r ip t o t he Nat ural 
Hist or y Museum, in Oct ober , it was f un a nd we learned a 
lot t oo! 

      
 

Room  18 
     Mr . Myr ick  
     5t h Gr ade 

 
The f if t h g r ade science g r oups are wor king o n "li ving 
t hings" . We a r e f ocusing on t he human body, knowing all 
t he syst ems as well as t he knowing t he bones of t he 
skelet al and or gans of t he digest ive syst ems. We are 
also u sing micr oscopes t o invest igat e t he hidden wor ld 
of micro-or ganisms by looking at wat er f r om  t he San 
Diego r iver and blood samples. One science g roup h as 
j ust f inished st udying p lant s where we did an e xper i-
ment by o bser ving t he ef fe ct s of pulling leaves of f o f 
plant s. We h ave also lear ned how t o conduct a science 
exper iment t hat should help t he f if t h gr ader s when  
it comes t ime f or t he science f air . 

Room  12 
     Mrs. J ohnson 

    4t h Grade 

        By Hannah Mykel  
 
Room  12 is wor king o n some pret t y excit ing t hings t his 
year . We are working on t he 4 regions of Cali f orn ia a nd 
making p ost ers about t hem. We also h ad some p r et t y 
neat Hall oween a r t proj ect s. Our s cience is pret t y c ool. 
We are doing our f ir st exper iment t his year . I t in-
volves celer y! I n mat h we' r e st ar t ing p ict ogr aphs. For 
our mont hly book r epor t we get t o do a diorama box 
wit h it . We are looking f or war d t o t he f un t hings t his 
year and we wil l def init ely miss our s t udent t eacher , 
Miss. Carcone!  

CALIFORNIA 
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The new SAY Extended Day Care Program is off to a 
good start.  Our C.H.O.I.C.E. curriculum (Children Have 
Options In a Creative Environment) focuses on four special 
areas.  THINK, activities that promote cognitive thought and 
reasoning processes.  CREATE, opportunities for expression 
through various media.  DISCOVER, hands-on exploration 
of the physical world.  PRETEND, a supportive environment 
for imaginative interactions. 
  Last month SAY highlighted Folklore and Fairytales as our 
theme.  We had storytell ing, costume dress-up, “Invisible 
Ink” and “Shiny Treasure” science projects, and a fun 
“Make-your-own-monster” project.  Our personal growth 
programs got underway with Starshine Hour for K-2, and the 
Just Say I Know How Club for 3-5th graders.  We also had a 
special fieldtrip to the Rueben Fleet Space & Science mu-
seum in Balboa Park.   
  In November, “Food for Thought” is our main interest.  We 
will discuss nutrition, harvest time, and being appreciative.  
We are looking forward to some guest speakers, a fieldtrip to 
Albertson’s “behind the scenes,” and a Potluck Parent Night.  
To find out more about the SAY program, stop by Rm. 21B 
for a visit, or call the SAY off ice at 858-565-4148. 

Gener al M ill s Box 
Tops for  

Education 
 

  This year, our school wil l again participate in the 
General Mil ls Box Tops for Education fundraising pro-
gram to earn cash for Marvin PTF programs.  This 
fundraiser requires no door-to-door selling by the chil-
dren and it costs nothing to become involved.  Please 
clip the Box Top logos from participating General 
Mil ls products and send them to school with your  
children.  Our school gets 10 cents for each Box Top 
we collect!  The more we collect, the more cash we 
earn.  You can find Box Tops for Education logos on 
participating General Mills products, such as:  Cheer-
ios, Lucky Charms, Fruit by the Foot, Fruit Roll-ups, 
Yoplait yogurt multipacks, Betty Crocker, and many 
more.   
  If each child collects just 2 Box Tops per month, we 
wil l easily reach our goal.  Please have your child bring 
in Box Tops each week. 

  Thank you for your help!! 

   
Our Dine-out this year at Nicolosi’ s was a great time 
to see friends and enjoy a great meal.  Every year 
Nicolosi’ s is very generous with its donation to 
Marvin through the dine-out.  We especially enjoyed 
seeing Mrs. Slabbert and Mrs. May there.  The stu-
dents love seeing their teachers and school staff at 
these events.  It’ s a wonderful way to raise a little 
money for the PTF and enjoy an evening out with 
family and friends.  Look for our next Dine-out com-
ing up soon! 

 Dine-Out at  
Nicolosi’s was  

Great fun! 

SA Y   Extended  
Day Care Program 

* GATE  NEW S*  
      
     There have been many changes within the GATE com-
munity at San Diego Unified Schools this year. Schools 
now have four different options for setting up their pro-
grams at their sites. Marvin Elementary chose Option C 
last June which has the GATE community at grades 3-5 
gathering for Math Instruction. This is nothing new for 
Marvin Elementary, although it is new for the GATE com-
munity at the district level. At Marvin there are some 
changes though.  
     The new GATE coordinator for the school is Mrs. 
Donna Skahill, teacher in Room 9. Mrs. Emma Slabbert 
felt with her upcoming maternity leave it was time to pass 
the job on to someone new. Mrs. Skahill has been involved 
in the GATE program as a parent, part of the DAC, as a 
teacher and had been employed as a curriculum consultant 
to a Gifted School in Encinitas. If you have questions 
about the program she can be contacted at dskahill@cox.
net.   
     Some of our Teachers are presently taking classes to 
become GATE certified, this will further enhance the train-
ing and opportunities for our students here at Marvin.  
     Children in the second grade, district selected students 
in the fourth grade, and new students (grades 3-5) to the 
district will be given the opportunity to take the GATE test 
at the beginning of December. Parents will be contacted as 
soon as we hear more from the GATE District off ice.  

 
 
 
 



THANK YOU TO OUR  
‘PARTNER’S  IN  

EDUCATION’  

Lake Murray K iwanis  

SDSU  
WOMAN’S  

BASKETBALL  

PTF PTF 

Support Our School Com munity !   
 
W ould y ou like to adverti se in the manuscript?? 
 
Simply bring your business c ard along w it h a tw enty 
dollar check made payable to “ M arvin P TF” to the off ice. 
For more informati on or questi ons please Contact   
Cindy Alvarez 582-4304  
 

When you take your child for a haircut at 
HAIR VU STUDIOS, the stylists will make a dona-
tion to the 5th Grade Promotion fund.  And it©s a big 
donation -- $3 of every $10 kid©s haircut will be do-
nated to Marvin©s 5th graders to help pay for their end 
of the year ceremonies and activities.  This offer is 
good through the end of the school year and applies 
to any child©s haircut, as long as you mention Marvin 
School. 
  
HAIR VU is located very close to Marvin at 7811 
Mission Gorge Rd, just east of Margerum.   
Call for an appointment and don©t forget to mention 

Marvin! 
 

Melissa :  619-582-3884 
 

Support 5t h Gr ade Pr omot ion!  

 

Fall Fest ival a Gr eat 
Success ! 

 
Thanks to all who made the Fall Festival a won-
derful time for our children!  We had great at-
tendance and, in spite of the weekday hours, 
were able to keep the booths staffed throughout 
the festival.  For those who were unable to re-
deem tickets that were won by playing games, 
we will be setting up another prize table the 
week of Nov. 11th (time and place wil l be sent 
home in a flyer) to redeem the unused tickets.  
Many changes were made this year (renaming 
the Halloween Carnival to a “Fall Festival,” 
bringing in a petting zoo and moon bounce, 
changing the location within the school, etc.).  
Please provide your suggestions for next year’s 
event to any PTF member or by leaving a note 
in the PTF box in the teacher’s workroom.  We 
want to make next year’s event bigger and bet-
ter.  Again, thank you to all of the dedicated vol-
unteers that helped make this year’s festival a 
success. 

 


