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September 2003 
 
Dear Students, Parents and Community, 
 
     Another school year has started and it’ s great to see so many  
familiar and happy faces.  Our enrollment is up!  The students at 

Marvin are a truly remarkable, flexible and enthusiastic group of children.  As I walk 
through the classrooms I have noticed an overwhelming desire on the part of our stu-
dents to meet the challenges of learning and growing that they will encounter this year.  
Thank you for entrusting us to be a partner in the education of your children and giving 
us this opportunity.  Research shows that there is a direct link between a child’s success 
at school and good communication between the home and school.  Research also  
indicates that children that read or are read to for at least 15 minutes a day are more  
successful in school.  I know that modern life is often hectic but please find time to read 
to your children on a daily basis at home if you’ re not already doing so. 
      Our first “ Back to School” night is scheduled for September 25, 2003 between 6:00 
and 8:00 PM.  Please mark this important day on your calendar.  You should, by now, 
have received a list of important events with my opening letter that was sent home on 
September 5, 2003.  If for some reason you failed to receive your copy, please check the 
Marvin website.  We are going to make a concentrated effort to post all messages/
notices that come from the school on the website.  
     It is extremely important that all registration cards that went home the f irst week of 
school be completely and accurately filled-out.  Telephone numbers are essential in case 
of an emergency or when we need to contact you about your child. An application for 
lunch was also sent home the first week. A major portion of the funding for the school is 
dependent on this application.  This year about $60,000 was re-directed from the school 
because families did not complete the application.  Even if you plan on paying for your 
child’ s lunch or send your child with a lunch, please fil l-out the application.  An  
application must be filled-out for each child.  If you pay for your child’s lunch, please 
don’ t send money on a daily basis.  This may cause undo stress for the child who loses 
or doesn’ t remember to bring the money to the cafeteria during lunchtime.  You may 
pre-pay for lunches on a weekly or monthly plan.  Please see Ms Wedad in the cafeteria 
before school to make the arrangement.  Each child has a lunch account and only if used 
will charges be made against the account.  This also provides a safety net in case you 
ever forget to send a lunch. We will be trying different procedures for the next couple of 
weeks during lunchtime to see how we can better serve our children.  We are currently 
experiencing problems in getting all the students seated in a timely manner and dis-
missed early enough to allow adequate time for play after eating. Unfortunately because 
of budget cuts there are now fewer adults supervising during lunchtime. 
     Dropping and picking-up your children before and after school has always been a 
major concern of mine.  Please do not double park and ask your children to run across 
the street.  Please do not park in private driveways across the street from the school.  
Please do not park in the 3-minute loading zone in front of the school and leave your car 
unattended.  Any unattended vehicle may receive a parking violation.  Please use either 
the staff parking lot to drop off your children in the morning or park your car in a legal 
parking space near the school and walk the children to and from the school.  I realize 
that parking is a premium around most schools and we are no exception.  
     A top priority of mine is to maintain a safe, clean and pleasant environment for  
everyone.  Please feel f ree to drop by and offer suggestions for improvements.  I look  
forward to working with the many families that makeup the Marvin community.   
 
Sincerely, 
E. Jay Derwae, Principal 
 

    September  
 
 
 

Sept. 22-25    Scholastic Book fair  
Sept. 22         Fundraiser orders due 
Sept. 25         Open House  
                      (6:00-8:00 pm) 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Oct.   8           PTF Meeting 
Oct.  14          School Pictures  
Oct.  23          Make-up Pictures   
Oct.  25          Halloween Carnival  
Oct. 27-31      Red Ribbon Week  

MARVIN 
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By Donna Roland 

 
 

 
 

 
      
     Wow, where do I start? The ball is roll ing and hasn't gone flat! If you haven't heard, Marvin is really get-
ting their students ready for Lewis Middle School this year. All students in grades 2nd thru 5th are participat-
ing in a 3 stop rotation which includes the computer lab, the library and new, for the very first time, a Science 
lab! One day a week students rotate through all three. The software and web sites that the students will use 
wil l have a focus on various science themes, inventions and inventors. The library has a new instructor, Ms 
Freeman and the library time has been increased to 45 minutes for 2nd - 5th and an hour for Kinders and 1st 
graders. It wil l also have a "science" flavor. The third leg of the rotation is the science lab itself where stu-
dents will engage in "hands on" experiments which wil l hopefully make the information they have been ex-
posed to during the other two rotations clear and more meaningful to them.  
    In addition to the new rotation, the PTF has approved a budget for the computer lab which wil l allow us to 
upgrade our server and students will have their own f iles and will be able to save their work on the new 
server instead of on unreliable floppy disks!! 
     As always, if there is anyone out there with an extra hour or two a week both "labs" can use your help. 
The lab rotations start at 10:50 (right after recess) and end just before school gets out.  
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     The Scrip program here at Marvin 
is an easy way to make money for the 
school, at no extra cost to you. When you shop 
with Scrip at the stores listed on the flier, the 
company will give a certain percentage of your 
purchase to Marvin.  
 
    Each Friday we will send home a list of these 
stores. If you would like to order Scrip, please 
send in your order and payment to the school 
office the following Monday and we will deliver 
the Scrip order to you by Friday. 
 
For questions concerning our scrip Program,  
please contact Lyz Caddy 501-2727 
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General M ills Box  
Tops for Education 

 
 
 
This year, our school wil l again participate in the General Mil ls Box Tops for Education fundraising  
program to earn cash for Marvin PTF programs.  This fundraiser requires no door-to-door selling by the chil-
dren and it costs nothing to become involved.  Please clip the Box Top logos from participating General Mills 
products and send them to school with your children.  Our school gets 10 cents for each Box Top we collect!  
The more we collect, the more cash we earn.  You can find Box Tops for Education logos on participating 
General Mil ls products, such as:  Cheerios, Lucky Charms, Fruit by the Foot, Fruit Roll-ups, Yoplait yogurt 
multipacks, Betty Crocker, and many more.  If each child collects just 2 Box Tops per month, we wil l easily 
reach our goal.  Please have your child bring in Box Tops each week.  Thank you for your help!!  

 ’
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     Marvin web site updated and ready for a new school year. My name is Wendy and I am 
the Marvin web site coordinator. Although my child has gone on to Lewis, and is now in the 
7th grade.  I feel very fortunate to remain connected to Marvin School by sharing my talents 
with the community.  Our web site is an excellent source of electronic communication be-
tween home and school, not only keeping you informed about events and activities, but it 
also allows “Your Input”.  You can also help teachers with classroom news, event coordina-
tors with event information and by contributing any school news needed to be put on the 
web site.   
     You can even print the Marvin Manuscript from the web site each month, just in case it 
comes up missing from your child’s backpack. Add itionally,  watch for  handouts from the  
Office that will also be available for printing from the web site. The Web Site is accessible 
from any Computer, Home, Work, Classroom, Public Library, Anywhere you are. 
 

http:// www .sandi.net/ marvin/  
Stop in anytime…. You’re always welcome…. I would love to hear from you! 
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I would just like to introduce myself to you. My name is Sandy Kennedy and I am the 
new peer coach at Marvin. I am starting my 28th year with the district. The last eight 

years I have been a Reading Recovery teacher working with both children and teachers on literacy. 
I am very excited about my new position at Marvin! 
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                       PTF Pr es i dent ’ s No t es  
                                                                                             By Tracy Freeman 
                                                                                             PTF  President 

 
Welcome back to all students, parents, teachers and staff! 
 
  Once again, it’ s an exciting new school year at Marvin.  We on the PTF board would like to extend an invitation 
to each of you to attend our monthly PTF meetings and get involved in your child’ s education.  We meet on the 
second Wednesday of the month at 6:30 pm in the Marvin Auditorium.  Childcare and refreshments are provided. 
We have an extremely active PTF, with a lot of fun activities planned for this school year.  As always, we need 
volunteers to help make these possible.  In addition, we’ re forever looking for fresh and new ideas of how to sup-
plement the great education our children are getting from their teachers.   
  This month look for the Scholastic Book Fair, which wil l be set up in the auditorium from Sep. 22-25.  We will 
have a volunteer available so that students can purchase items from the book fair before and after school on Sep. 
23-25, as well as at Open House on Sep. 25th.  In addition to having great books and accessories available for sale, 
proceeds from this book fair are used to upgrade the classroom libraries. 
  You may have seen our largest fundraiser come home by now .  On Friday, Sep. 5th, your child should have 
brought home a catalog with gift wrap and other items for them to sell.  Proceeds from this fundraiser go towards a 
number of different activities and purchases in support of our students and teachers.  Please note that these orders 
are due to your child’ s teacher by Sep. 22nd and wil l be delivered on Oct. 7th. 
  Planning is already underway for our Halloween Carnival on Saturday, Oct. 25th.  We def initely need help with 
putting this on.  We planned it for a Saturday this year in the hopes of getting more participation and volunteers, as 
well as being able to make it bigger and better!  Look for flyers coming home. 
  This year we are trying a new event at Marvin in the hopes of continuing it in future years.  On Sat., Nov. 15th, 
Marvin wil l host a Fall Craft Fair on campus.  We have crafters from throughout San Diego County coming to dis-
play their wares.  Anyone who would like to help or would like to purchase booth space to display their homemade 
crafts, please contact me as soon as possible.  Should be a fun, community event. 
  Lastly, you received a bunch of information from the PTF in the Marvin folder that came home with your child 
the first day of school.  If you have not already done so, please return the form letting us know how you would like 
to be involved, whether in the classroom, on committees, with specific activities, or wherever time and desire al-
low.  We need every volunteer available.  Let’ s have a wonderful year!  Looking forward to seeing you at our 
meetings. 
 
Sincerely, 
Tracy Freeman 
PTF President 
741-6082 

REMINDER 
SCHOOL  
GETS OUT @ 
12:15 on  
Wednesdays 
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THANK YOU  
TO OUR  

‘PARTNER’S  IN  
EDUCATION’  
FOR THEIR  

CONTINUING  
SUPPORT!!

Lake Murray Ki wanis  

SDSU  
WOMAN’S  

BASKETBALL 
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GE Financial Insurance 
 

     Now is the right time to purchase  
             Long Term Care Insurance. 
        (The younger you are, the better) 

 

“ Protect your Assets”  
“ Never become a burden”  

 

         Call Alan Levine today for a FREE,  
                          No obligation needs anal ysis 
Alan Levine 
619-280-4900                                        Lic. # OD15490 
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