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Dear Students, Parents and Community, 
 
We are off to a fabulous smooth start!  Welcome back 
to our returning children and families and a warm wel-

come to our new students and parents who are joining the Marvin fam-
ily.  A big thanks to all the parents for sending us such loving, bright 
and able children who are already in the flow of school.  We have ac-
complished so much since last year.  This is the second year of our sci-
ence lab and focus.  We have been able to expand the science program 
to include students in kindergarten and first grade.   New equipment and 
materials have been added to enrich the science program.  Please drop 
by the science lab (Room 10) and the library to see some of the new 
items. We have added new vegetable gardens (located at the end of the 
bungalows) as well as many new plants and flowers around the school.  
We are committed to a rigorous science focus to better prepare our stu-
dents for the increasing demands of the sciences in middle and high 
school.   
     Standardized test scores improved this past year, but we still have 
areas for growth.  Congratulations to the students, teachers and parents!          
     We have several new faces to add to our staff.  Ms Shirley Rapalee is 
our new office clerk,  Ms Janet Simpson is our new librarian and Arlene 
Esquibel is our new nurse.  All three come with years of experience in 
their fields and the district. 
     Our enrollment is about the same as last year.  We only have two kin-
dergarten classes this year, which is a drop of two and half classes from 
last year.  However, we have made up the difference in many new stu-
dents in other grades.  The district’s demographers have informed all 
schools that the district will be closing three schools per year for the 
next ten years due to the overall anticipated drop in enrollments.  This is 
being attributed to the fact that housing prices are not affordable to fami-
lies with school age children.  
     In a continuing effort to foster better communication between home 
and school we will be putting all notices that are sent out from the office 
on the Marvin school website at http://www.sandi.net/marvin/.  Please pe-
riodically check the site for updates.  Please feel free to call me at school 
or e-mail me at ederwae@mail.sandi.net.  I am also available before and 
after school and on the weekends for individual meetings.  Please don’t 
hesitate to give me office a call for an appointment. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
E. Jay Derwae 
Principal     

    September  
 
 
 

Sept 14– 27  Gift Wrap Fundraiser  
Sept. 20–23  Scholastic Book fair  
Sept. 27        Fundraiser  orders due 
Sept. 23         Open House  
                      (6:00-8:00 pm) 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Oct.  12         School Pictures  
Oct.  13         PTF Meeting 
Oct.  18         Make-up Pictures   
Oct   29         School Carnival 
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By Donna Roland 

 
 

 
 

 
     School is up and running full steam ahead. During the summer the flowers in the garden 
grew and the 5th grade graduating class donated a bridge to add to the beauty. The Hartung's 
picked it up, helped to paint and install it! Also there's two BIG additions. During the summer 
a boy scout who was working on getting his Eagle Scout badge took on the establishment of a 
vegetable garden. The watering system and most of the wood was donated by Lowe's and 
Hunter Irrigation. The S.D. Water Authority gave us $600 towards our garden too. Each grade 
level will have it's own planter box !  We are looking for volunteers to assist in planting, so 
for those out there with green thumbs, please consider helping the students plant. If interested 
please let me know. Also new this year is the expansion of the science lab so now all students, 
K-5, have a 3 stop rotation including Science Lab, Computer Lab and Library!!! (And we're 
now even a science magnet school!!!) The computer lab has also gained 7 new eMacs and a 
scanner. So as you can see Marvin is, as always, improving and changing to better meet the 
needs of our students and staff. Become a part of the excitement Volunteer !   
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By Donna Roland 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Our Gift Wrap fundraiser started  
 September 14 and will go thru Septem-
ber 27.  
 
Please help to support Marvin Elemen-
tary PTF. The money raised is used for 
Assemblies,  
Science programs, Playground Equip-
ment, a 
Halloween Dance and much more.  
 
Each child who sells only 20 items will 

Remember to label your 
child’s jackets ,sweaters 

and lunch boxes!  
 

 
 
 
 
 

You can find the lost and found 
rack in front of the Office.   

I f you cannot get to the school to 
look for your lost items  

Lynn Hendr icks has volunteered 
to help parents by taking a 
look ...you can reach her at   

582-8454 
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General 
Mills Box  
Tops for 

Education 
This year, our school will again participate in the Gen-
eral Mills Box Tops for Education fundraising program 
to earn cash for Marvin PTF programs.  This fundraiser 
requires no door-to-door selling by the children and it 
costs nothing to become involved.  Please clip the Box 
Top logos from participating General Mills products 
and send them to school with your children.  Our 
school gets 10 cents for each Box Top we collect!  The 
more we collect, the more cash we earn.  You can find 
Box Tops for Education logos on participating General 
Mills products, such as:  Cheerios, Lucky Charms, 
Fruit by the Foot, Fruit Roll-ups, Yoplait yogurt multi-
packs, Betty Crocker, and many more.  If each child 
collects just 2 Box Tops per month, we will easily 
reach our goal.  Please have your child bring in Box 
Tops each week.   

 
Thank you for your help!! 
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�����The Marvin web site is ready for a new school year. My name is Wendy and I 
am the Marvin web site coordinator. Although my child has gone on to Lewis, and 
is now in the 8th grade, I feel very fortunate to remain connected to Marvin School 
by sharing my talents with the community. Our web site is an excellent source of 
electronic communication between home and school, not only keeping you in-
formed about events and activities, but it also allows “Your Input”. 
You can even print the Marvin Manuscript from the web site each month, just in 
case it comes up missing from your child’s backpack. Additionally, watch for hand-
outs from the Office that will also be available for printing from the web site. The 
Web Site is accessible from any Computer, Home, Work, Classroom, Public Li-
brary, Anywhere you are. 
�

http://www.sandi.net/marvin/ 
Stop in anytime…. You’re always welcome…. I would love to hear from you! 
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                       PTF President’s Notes 
                                                                                             By Dan Rubin 
                                                                                             PTF  President 
Dear Parents, 
 
WELCOME!  Hope all of you had a wonderful, relaxing and fun summer.  Even though it’s time to get,  “BACK TO SCHOOL”, 
it doesn’t mean the fun has to end. Working hard and playing hard is my motto!  This year we are so fortunate to have an ac-
tive and energetic Parent Teacher Foundation (PTF) at Marvin Elementary. We promise to make it a year you won’t forget!  
 
What is the PTF? 
The PTF’ s main function is to raise money to fund valuable programs, events and items that we provide to our students and 
staff throughout the year.  The PTF holds two major fundraisers during the year, the Gift Wrap sales in the fall and the Silent 
Auction in the spring.  Also, each year we put on a Welcome Back Luncheon for the teachers and staff, Halloween Carnival, 
Red Ribbon Week, Teacher Appreciation Week, a Yearly Dance and numerous assemblies, as well as other exciting events 
that are guaranteed to be lots of fun. 
 
In addition we have provided funds to the teachers to purchase needed supplies for their classrooms as well as funds to the 
Computer Lab and Library.  In the past we have purchased items for the school, that include a large copy machine, an Ellison 
die-cut machine, a large storage shed and play ground equipment. 
  
What is the mission of the PTF? 
The PTF’ s mission is to concentrate our efforts on the core activities of fundraising and promoting activities to our children. 
We also hope to improve communication and be more organized through a focus on cooperation with the school administra-
tion, staff and parents. 
 
How can you get involved? 
We rely on you, our volunteer parents, grandparents, and families to make these fundraisers and programs work.  Without 
our volunteers and the support of the teachers and staff, our students would miss out on many valuable and exciting pro-
grams. So in order to contribute, the PTF has a yearly Membership Drive that raises money to start funding these activities. 
The membership drive involves a family donation of $25.00 or more. You can find your envelope to donate in your ‘Welcome 
Back” folder. 
 
In closing, I am especially excited to be a part of a school that has so many parents willing to get involved. The PTF meets in 
the school auditorium on the second Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m.  Please come by and show your support and help 
us make a difference for our kids at Marvin Elementary. Looking forward to meeting you! 
 
Sincerely, 
Dan Rubin PTF President 
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All classes are held at Marvin and are established based on sufficient enrollment.  
Please refer  to the flyers that came home in your  Welcome Back folders,  
additional copies are available in the office. Any questions can be  
directed through the office to Debbie Hus. 
 

Come join the after  school fun and learn great interests 
all at the same time! 

We have many AFTER SCHOOL ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS for our 

Monday Art Explorations  
Wednesday Clay  
Wednesday JW Tumbles  
Wednesday Heartlite Aerobics  
Thursday Science - Slime  
Thursday Spanish  
Fr iday Basketball  
Fr iday Martial Arts from Instructor  Er ic 
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REMINDER 
SCHOOL  

GETS OUT @ 12:15 on 
Wednesdays 

 
 
 
 
 

Did you order your  
Marvin Mustang T-shirt? 

 
Check your ‘Welcome Back’ Folder and 
order yours today! 
 
 


