Fact Sheet

Spring 2003

Immunization Requirements

State law requires that all students under age 18, grades pre-

kindergarten through 12, be immunized against certain diseases unless
they are exempt for medical reasons or because of personal beliefs.
At the time of registration the school is required to have proof that your

child has received all currently due immunizations.

Immunizations that are required for school attendance are:

e Polio - four doses (any combination IPV or OPV); three doses are
acceptable if the last dose was given after the fourth birthday.

e DTP/DTaP - (diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis before age 7) five
doses; four doses meet the requirement if last dose given after age

four.

e Hib - (haemophilus influenza type b) is required of children under

the age of four years, six months.
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California requires all students under
age 18, pre-kindergarten to 12 grades,
be immunized.

Polio

Diphtheria, Tetanus, and
Pertussis

Haemophilus influenza type b
Tetnus, Diphtheria

Measles, Mumps, Rubella
Chicken pox

e TD - (tetanus, diphtheria age seven and up) — four doses, but three doses meet requirement for age 7 - 17 if at

least one dose was given after the second birthday.

e MMR - (measles, mumps, rubella) one dose given after the first birthday for children entering kindergarten prior to
August 1, 1997. Two doses for all kindergarten entries and for first graders who did not attend kindergarten in
California and/or did not receive their second MMR. A second dose of MMR is required for students entering grade
7. The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends a second dose of MMR for all children.

e Hepatitis B - three doses for kindergarten entry and for first graders who did not attend kindergarten in California
and/or receive their Hepatitis B series. Hepatitis B immunization is required for students entering grade 7.

e Chicken pox - starting in 2001, children must be immunized against chicken pox before entering elementary
school (Health & Safety Code Section 120335) or have a documented history of the disease.
Please check with your pediatrician, family physician, or medical clinic to make sure your child is fully immunized.
Your child may be excluded from school if these requirements are not met. Information on obtaining a permanent
medical exemption or personal beliefs exemption for your student is available from the school nurse. School nurses

may, with parental permission, immunize students.

Contact Info:  Parent Involvement Department: (619) 725-5605

Media inquiries: (619) 725-5578
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Serving more than 140,000 students, San Diego City Schools is the second largest school district in California, with more than 200 educational
facilities and more than 17,000 employees. SDCS is improving student achievement through a focus on basic education skills in reading,
writing and mathematics. The district is committed to supporting schools and enhancing the classroom learning environment through
modernized facilities and resources and through parent, teacher and community involvement in the educational process.

The mission of San Diego City Schools is to improve student achievement
by supporting teaching and learning in the classroom.



