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At A Glance: 2006-07

School type: Elementary
Schedule: Year-round
Grade level: KEB
Total enroliment: 837
Total teachers: 51

Per pupil expenditure: $5,249
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Our school gratefully acknowledges the
tremendous support we receive from our
partners, parents, and community
volunteers.

Mason Elementary School

Principal’s Statement

Mason Elementary is a single-track, year-round school with a current enrollment of just over 800 stu-
dents. It is an ideal setting in which to experience the values of people of different ethic backgrounds and
to practice essential human relation strategies. Our students will be prepared to become contributing mem-
bersin the larger multicultural society because they will understand and appreciate the beauty in others.

In order to excel, our learners require an environment that encourages them to take risks. We are
committed to high academic standards and embrace the district@ mission that every child will have an
academically rich education in a safe and nurturing environment. All members of the Mason school com-
munity work together to create a positive environment so that learners can take risks without anxiety, can
think critically, and are encouraged to ask questions about their learning and their world. Our students are
expected to show academic progress in all curricular areas, and we provide a high level of instruction
based on Cdifornia state standards and student needs. We continue to be ranked in the top 20 percent of
schools statewide due to extensive professional development, use of research-based strategies, and com-
munity collaboration.

Do take advantage of all that is happening at our school and don@® hesitate to immerse yourself in the
spirit of the Mason Lions!

Instruction and Curriculum

The San Diego Unified School District Board of Education has formally adopted California State
Board of Education-approved academic standards and curriculum frameworks for all subject areas. District
curriculum materials, instructional strategies and supports, professional development, and student assess-
ments are aligned with state standards and focused on ensuring that every student has access to a high-
quality, rigorous, and engaging instructional program. A range of support opportunities is available for
students needing additional assistance.

Since 1998, the digtrict has introduced a series of reform initiatives directed toward providing al stu-
dents with effective teaching, high-quality instructional materials, rich learning environments, and addi-
tional time and support to reach state academic standards. The Mason staff knows that good teaching prac-
tice and meaningful learning are the result of informed decisions. We base instruction on state standards
and the ongoing assessment of students.

Opportunities for Parent Involvement

Parents have many opportunities to be involved at their children@ school site (for example, govern-
ance committees, specia events, fundraising events, parent organizations, and in classrooms) and at the
digtrict level (for example, district councils/committees, Parent University, and speciad events). We aso
encourage parents to support their children at home by making their expectations about school clear and
creating a positive homework and learning environment.

We at Mason Elementary are committed to obtaining community resources for our school and invite
all constituenciesto assist usin the education of our students.

Mason parents participate in our Parent Teacher Association, the School Site Council/Governance
Team, and English Learner Advisory Committee. Regiona Occupational Program students from Mira
Mesa High School assist with literacy instruction in the classrooms. Mira Mesa Bowl provides opportuni-
ties for our students to learn bowling skills and social interaction with peers. Parent Workshops are offered
to teach effective techniques to increase studentsOreading, math, and literacy skills.

If you want to get involved, please contact Deidre Hardson, principal, or Irazema Valdivieso, vice
principal, at (858) 271-0410.




Teacher Credentials

This table displays the number of teachers assigned to the school who are fully credentialed, who are working without a full credential, and who
are credentiaed but teaching outside of their subject area of competence. District totals do not include charter schools.

Number of Teachers S Pl

2005 2006 2007 2008
Full credential and teaching in subject area 41 45 47 5,351
Full credential but teaching outside subject area 1 2 1 516
Without full credential 2 4 3 625
Total 44 51 51 6,492

Academic Performance Index (API)

The API is an annua measure of the academic performance and progress of schoolsin California. API scores range from 200 to 1,000, with a
statewide API performance target of 800. Detailed information about the API can be found at the CDE Web site at www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/.

This table displays the school 3 statewide and similar-schools API ranks. The statewide API rank ranges from 1 to 10. A statewide rank of 1
means that the school has an APl scorein the lowest 10 percent of al schoolsin the state, while a statewide rank of 10 means that the school has an
API score in the highest 10 percent of al schools in the state. The similar-schools API rank reflects how a school compares to 100 statistically
matched Gimilar schools.OA similar-schools rank of 1 means that the school & academic performance isin the lowest 10 percent of the 100 similar
schools, while a similar-schools rank of 10 means that the school & academic performanceis in the highest 10 percent of the 100 similar schools.

API Rank 2005 2006 2007
Statewide 8 8 8
Similar Schools 9 8 8

Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program

Through the Cdifornia STAR Program, students in Grades 2B11 are tested annually in various subjects. The California Standards Tests (CST)
include English language arts and mathematics (Grades 2P11), grade-level science (Grades 5, 8, and 10), end-of-course science (Grades 9, 10, and
11), and historyBsocia science (Grades 8, 10, and 11). Prior to 2005, the norm-referenced test (NRT) tested reading/language arts and mathematics
(Grades 2b11), spelling (Grades 2E8), and science (Grades 9P11). Beginning in 2005, the NRT tests reading/language arts, spelling, and mathemat-
icsin Grades 3 and 7 only, and no longer test science in any grade. To protect student privacy, @Qis used in the following tables instead of the
percentage when the number of studentstested is 10 or lessin that category.

California Standards Tests (CST): English Language Arts and Mathematics
Percentage of students achieving at the proficient or advanced levels (meeting or exceeding state standards):

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS MATHEMATICS
School District State School District State
Gr | 2005 2006 2007 | 2005 2006 2007 |2005 2006 2007 | Gr | 2005 2006 2007 | 2005 2006 2007 | 2005 2006 2007
2 555 65.2 60.3 |39.2 453 49.1 35 42 47 2 62.8 66.0 71.9 52.1 61.2 62.4 51 56 59
3 50.4 55.7 47.8 133.5 345 388 30 31 36 3 76.1 816 71.9 51.0 57.2 61.1 48 54 58
4 65.6 62.1 67.6 |41.2 51.0 523 39 47 49 4 62.0 71.0 72.4 | 435 51.6 54.9 45 50 54
5 58.5 59.8 51.2 |41.5 450 45.3 40 43 43 5 65.3 37.2 742 | 32.8 449 50.9 38 44 48
Norm-Referenced Test (NRT): Reading and Mathematics
Percentage of students scoring at or above the 50th percentile (the national average):
READING MATHEMATICS
School District State School District State
Gr | 2005 2006 2007 |2005 2006 2007 |2005 2006 2007 | Gr | 2005 2006 2007 | 2005 2006 2007 | 2005 2006 2007
3 47.4 546 534 364 375 39.1 35 36 37 3 72.4 70.9 67.7 | 56.8 58.1 58.9 53 54 55
The complete SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT CARD (SARC) may be obtained from the school or from the Internet

(studata.sandi.net/research/sarcs/). The complete SARC is roughly 12 pages long and provides information on enrollment, parent and community involvement,
school safety and climate for learning, academic performance, class size, teachers and staffi ng, curriculum and instruction, and school finance. In addition, SARCs
for secondary schools include dropout data and post-secondary preparation information (i.e., enrollment in courses that meet University of Cdifornia or Cdifornia
State University entrance requirements, as well as Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureate programs; SAT scores; college test-preparation courses; and
the dearee to which students are prepared to enter the workforce).
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