
 
 ADMINISTRATIVE CIRCULAR NO. 17 
 Office of the Deputy Superintendent 
 
 

SAN DIEGO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 
Date: September 7, 2007 
 
To: All School Principals 
 
Subject: SPRING 2008 STAR PROGRAM INFORMATION  
 
Department and/or  
Persons Concerned: Principals, Vice Principals, Testing Coordinators, and 
 Special Project Resource Personnel 
 
Due Date: October 5, 2007 
 
Reference: None 
 
Action Requested: Plan for administration of California Standards Tests (CSTs), 

California Achievement Test, Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey), 
California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA), California 
Modified Assessment (CMA), Standards-Based Test in Spanish (STS), 
and Aprenda 3 as outlined, and complete and return the attached order 
forms as appropriate. 

 
Brief Explanation: 
 
Senate Bill (SB) 376, approved in October 1997, established the Standardized Testing and Reporting 
(STAR) Program.  This bill authorized the assessment of students in California for which there is a 
language-appropriate test.  The STAR program consists of the California Standards Tests (CSTs), 
the California Achievement Test, Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey), the Standards-Based Test in 
Spanish (STS), the Aprenda, Third Edition (Aprenda 3), the California Alternate Performance 
Assessment (CAPA), and the California Modified Assessment (CMA).  The CSTs are administered 
to all students in Grades 2-11.  The CAT/6 Survey is to be administered to all students in Grades 3 
and 7 except as discussed below.  The California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) serves 
as the alternate assessment to the CSTs and CAT/6 for students in Grades 2-11 with moderate to 
severe disabilities who meet specific criteria.  The California Modified Assessment (CMA) serves as 
an alternate assessment to the CSTs and CAT/6 for students in Grades 3-5 who meet specific 
criteria, have been identified by the student’s IEP team, and are not eligible to take the CAPA.  The 
Standards-Based Test in Spanish (STS) for Grades 2-7 or the Aprenda 3 for Grades 8-11 are to be 
administered to all Spanish-speaking English Learners in accordance with state STAR regulations. 
 
This circular contains information related to testing information and/or requirements for: 

 
• the California Standards Tests (CSTs), 
 
• the California Achievement Test, Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey), 
 
• the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA), 
 
• the California Modified Assessment (CMA), 
 
• the Standards-Based Test in Spanish (STS), 
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• the Aprenda, Third Edition, 
 
• testing requirements and exemptions/exceptions for: 
  

 Special Education/504 Plan students, 
 

 English Learners and Spanish-speaking English Learners (Attachment A must be 
completed and returned by October 5, 2007, even if your school has no Spanish-
speaking English Learners), 

 
• parent/guardian requests to opt students out of testing (see Attachment B), 
 
• ordering of CSTs, CAT/6 Survey, and Aprenda 3 tests for visually impaired students 

(Attachment C to be completed and returned). 
 
 
Please read the following carefully. 
 
STAR California Standards Testing 
 
All students in Grades 2-11, including English Learners (ELs), must be tested on all appropriate 
language arts, mathematics, history-social science, and science CSTs.  Students in Grades 3 and 
7, including ELs, must be tested on all appropriate reading/language, mathematics, and spelling 
subtests of the CAT/6 Survey.  All CSTs are "stand-alone," which means that these tests include 
only items written specifically to determine student progress toward meeting the California 
Standards; no norm-referenced CAT/6 Survey items will be used to produce the standards-based 
CST scores. 
 
 
Required Testing 
 

• CSTs  All students, including English Learners, in Grades 2 through 11 must be tested with 
the appropriate CSTs unless they fall within the exceptions described below. 

 
• CAT/6 Survey  All students, including English Learners, in Grades 3 and 7 must be tested 

with the CAT/6 Survey unless they fall within the exceptions described below. 
 
• CAPA  Special Education students in Grades 2 through 11 with moderate to severe 

disabilities who meet specific criteria and have been identified by the student’s IEP team to 
be eligible for assessment with CAPA. 

 
• CMA  Special Education students in Grades 3 through 5 who meet specific criteria, have 

been identified by the student’s IEP team, and are not eligible to take the CAPA. 
 
• STS  All Spanish-speaking English Learner students in Grades 2 through 7 who have been 

enrolled in any U.S. school less than 12 months or are enrolled in a Biliteracy Program per 
signed parent/guardian Parent Exception Waiver must be tested unless they fall within the 
exceptions described below. 

 
• Aprenda 3  All Spanish-speaking English Learner students in Grades 8 through 11 who have 

been enrolled in any U.S. school less than 12 months or are enrolled in a Biliteracy Program 
per signed parent/guardian Parent Exception Waiver must be tested unless they fall within 
the exceptions described below. 
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Exceptions/Opt Outs 

 
• Special Education Federal law (IDEA ‘97) requires students with exceptional needs to 

participate in state assessments.  All students, including those with disabilities, must 
participate in the state STAR testing.  The majority of special education students take the 
STAR tests with the accommodations that the student has regularly used during instruction 
and classroom assessments as delineated in the student's IEP or 504 Plan (ISP). 

   
 The California Modified Assessment (CMA) is a new grade-level assessment for 

students who have an individualized education program (IEP), are receiving grade-
level instruction and, even with interventions, will not achieve grade-level 
proficiency during the year covered by the student’s IEP. The purpose of these tests 
is to allow students to demonstrate achievement of the content standards in English 
language arts, mathematics, and science. The CMA test format is designed to 
provide students with disabilities greater access to an assessment of the California 
content standards. 

 
 The California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) is to be administered to 

selected students with moderate to severe disabilities whose IEP specifically allows 
for testing with an alternate assessment. 

 
• Students with an Individual Service Plan/ISP (504 Plan)  Students with an ISP are required 

to participate in state assessments with access to accommodations permitted in the 504 
Plan. 

 
• Students whose IEP/ISP Plan requires accommodations (e.g., extended time) be provided  are 

to be tested with the required accommodations. 
 
 Students served by the Program for Visually Impaired and students whose IEP/ISP 

requires large print or Braille test materials will be provided with the appropriate CST 
and/or CAT/6 Survey and/or Aprenda 3 materials.  It is the responsibility of each 
school site to assess the need for such materials and to complete and return 
Attachment C by October 5, 2007. 

 
• English Learner (EL) Students  All EL students are required to take the CAT/6 Survey and 

appropriate CSTs.  In addition, many Spanish-speaking EL students must also be tested with 
the STS or Aprenda 3 as described below. 

 
 All Spanish-speaking EL students who have been enrolled in a U.S. school for less 

than 12 months must also be tested with the STS (Grades 2-7) or Aprenda 3 (Grades 
8-11) – even if they have never received instruction in Spanish. 

 
Enter on Attachment A the number (by grade) of Spanish-speaking EL students 
at your school who have been enrolled in any U.S. school for less than 12 months 
(cum folders may need to be reviewed and/or interviews conducted to determine 
these numbers). 
 
Educational Testing Service (ETS), the publisher of the STS, and Harcourt 
Assessment, the publisher of Aprenda 3, impose an Excessive Materials Charge of 
approximately $6.00 per test for any order for tests that is "excessive."  "Excessive" is 
defined to be the difference between the sum of the number of student tests scored and 
90 percent of the tests ordered.  If you order STS/Aprenda 3 materials, a site budget 
number is required.  ANY EXCESS MATERIALS ORDERED WILL BE CHARGED 
TO YOUR SITE. 
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Enter a “0” if your site has no Spanish-speaking ELs at a particular grade level 
who have been enrolled in any U.S. school for less than 12 months. 

 
 All Spanish-speaking EL students who have been enrolled in any U.S. school for 12 

months or more AND are enrolled in a Biliteracy Program (formerly Spanish 
Bilingual/Alternate Language Program) must be tested with the STS or Aprenda 3.  
Enrollment in a Biliteracy Program means that the student’s parent/guardian has 
signed a Parent Exception Waiver for student placement in the Biliteracy Program at 
your site. 

 
Enter on Attachment A the number (by grade) of Spanish-speaking EL students 
in a Biliteracy Program at your site who have been enrolled in any U.S. school for 
12 months or more. 
 
Enter a “0” if your site has no Spanish-speaking ELs in a particular grade level 
who have been enrolled 12 months or more AND participate in a Biliteracy 
Program. 
 
To complete Attachment A 
For each grade level, add the totals in each column and place the total in the  
“Total Booklets Needed” column. 
 
Attachment A must be completed and returned by October 5, 2007, even if your 
school has no Spanish-speaking English Learners. 

 
 All other Spanish-speaking EL students are not required to be tested with the STS or 

Aprenda 3. 
 

• Students in Other Special Programs Students enrolled in continuation schools, independent 
study, hospital instruction, home schooling, and/or community day school must be tested by 
a credentialed staff member unless opted out of testing by parent/guardian request described 
below. 

 
• Students Opted Out of Testing by Parent/Guardian Request  A parent or guardian may submit 

to the school a written request (Attachment B) to excuse his/her child from any or all parts of 
CSTs, CAT/6 Survey, CAPA, CMA, STS, Aprenda 3, or other tests coordinated at the 
district level.  Such requests must be initiated by the parent or guardian and no school 
official shall solicit such a written request on behalf of any child.  Attachment B must be 
completed by the parent/guardian.  Each test that is NOT to be administered to a 
student must be initialed.  A signature is also required. 

 
 The original form should be kept on file at the site and appropriate teachers notified.  A copy 

of the form should be given to the parent/guardian. (Note:  Attachment B is to be used only 
in the event of a parent/guardian request.  It is not to be mailed to all parents.) 

 
 Principals will be asked to certify the number of students “opted out of testing by parent(s)” 

on CSTs, CAT/6 Survey, CAPA, CMA, STS, and Aprenda 3 on the Certification Form sent 
to schools with their testing materials. 
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Practice Test Materials and Teacher Guides 
 
Under the STAR Program, practice materials for CAT/6 Survey are provided for students in Grade 
3.  Practice materials for Aprenda 3 are provided for all grade levels tested. 
 
California Standards Test (CST) Materials 
 
California Standards Tests in mathematics at Grades 8, 9, 10, and 11, science at Grades 9, 10, and 
11, and World History at Grades 9 and 10  are “content-specific” and printed in separate booklets.  
In addition, students in Grade 7 who will complete an Algebra I course that meets the high school 
algebra graduation requirement will take the end-of-course California Algebra I Standards Test. 
 
Students who are enrolled at the time of the STAR testing interval in one of the courses assessed by 
the corresponding California Standards Test will take the appropriate California Standards Test in 
mathematics, science, and/or World History.  If a student completed one of the courses during the 
2007 summer school and is not enrolled at the time of the STAR testing interval in one of the 
courses assessed by the corresponding California Standards Test, he/she must take the appropriate 
California Standards Test for the course they completed in 2007 summer school.  California 
Standards Tests in mathematics, science, and World History will be ordered for schools based on 
course enrollments in Zangle as of October 12, 2007. 
 
All students in Grades 9-11 who have completed Algebra II or a higher mathematics course before 
the spring 2008 testing window are required to take the High School Mathematics (HSM) 
Standards Test.  Students in Grades 8 and 9 who are not enrolled in Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra 
II, Integrated Math 1, Integrated Math 2, or Integrated Math 3 and who will not have completed 
Algebra II by the beginning of the spring 2008 testing window are required to take the General 
Mathematics Standards Test.  Please refer to Attachment D to determine which California 
Mathematics Standards Test should be administered to students in the district courses listed.  It is 
highly recommended that schools on a 4X4 schedule and/or any schools offering atypical 
mathematics courses call the Assessment Services Department to discuss appropriate CST testing. 
 
All students in Grades 9-11 who will complete Biology 1, 2; Biology 1, 2 Advanced; or Biology 1, 2 
AP during the 2007-2008 school year (or completed in the 2007 summer school) are required to take 
the California Biology Standards Test.  All students in Grades 9-11 who will complete Chemistry 
1,2; Chemistry 1,2 Honors; or Chemistry 1,2 AP during the 2007-2008 school year (or completed in 
the 2007 summer school) are required to take the California Chemistry Standards Test.  All 
students in Grades 9-11 who will complete Physics 1, 2; Physics 1, 2 Advanced; Physics B 1, 2 AP; 
or Physics C 1, 2 AP during the 2007-2008 school year (or completed in the 2007 summer school) 
are required to take the California Physics Standards Test.  Please refer to Attachment E to 
determine which California Science Standards Test should be administered to students in the district 
courses listed. It is highly recommended that schools on a 4X4 schedule and/or any schools offering 
atypical Science courses call the Assessment Services Department to discuss appropriate CST 
testing. 
 
All students in Grades 9, 10, or 11 who will complete World History during the 2007-08 school year 
(or completed in the 2007 summer school) are required to take the World History CST.  The US 
History CST is a “grade-specific” test and will be given to ALL Grade 11 students.  Therefore, some 
Grade 11 students may be required to take both the World History CST (“content-specific” for those 
enrolled in the corresponding course) and the US History CST (“grade-specific” for all students in 
Grade 11).  Please refer to Attachment F to determine which students will be required to take the 
World History CST.  It is highly recommended that schools on a 4X4 schedule and/or any schools 
offering atypical history courses call the Assessment Services Department to discuss appropriate 
CST testing. 
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If you have any questions please contact Denise Ormsbee at (619) 725-7059 or dormsbee@sandi.net, 
or Erin Gordon at (619) 725-5687 or egordon@sandi.net. 
       
       Erin Gordon 
       Director 
       Assessment Services 
 
APPROVED: 

 
Geno Flores 
Deputy Superintendent 
 
 
Attachments (6) 
 
Distribution:  Lists A, D, E, and F 
 
 



ATTACHMENT A
SAN DIEGO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Office of the Deputy Superintendent
Assessment Services Department

STS/APRENDA 3
ORDER FORM FOR GRADES 2 - 11 TEST MATERIALS

SPRING 2008

School:

Principal's Signature:

Contact Person:

Budget #:

Please complete the following for SPANISH-SPEAKING ENGLISH LEARNERS ONLY.  This form MUST BE
RETURNED even if your school has no Spanish-speaking EL students to be tested (Enter "0" in the "Total" columns). 
The publishers of STS and Aprenda 3 impose an Excessive Materials Charge of approximately $6.00 per test for any order
for tests that is "excessive."  "Excessive" is defined to be the difference between the sum of the number of student tests
scored and 90 percent of the tests ordered.  ANY EXCESS MATERIALS ORDERED WILL BE CHARGED TO YOUR
SITE.  NOTE: If this form is not returned, we will order the same number of tests as 06-07 for your site and your site
WILL be subject to the EXCESS MATERIALS CHARGES as described above.

NOTE:  ALL Spanish-speaking ELs enrolled in any U.S. school for less than 12 months or who are enrolled in a Biliteracy
               Program per signed parent/guardian Parent Exception Waiver MUST take the STS or Aprenda 3 even if they have never 
               received instruction in Spanish.

GRADE # ENGLISH LEARNERS ENROLLED IN U.S. SCHOOLS TOTAL EXAMINER'S
Less Than 12 Months* 12 Months or More BOOKLETS MANUALS

AND in a Biliteracy Program NEEDED NEEDED
2 + =
3 + =
4 + =
5 + =
6 + =
7 + =
8 + =
9 + =

10 + =
11 + =

*  Include all Spanish-speaking English Learners regardless of whether or not they have ever received instruction in Spanish 
    and regardless of the type of program in which they are currently enrolled.

Return by OCTOBER 5, 2007, to Barbara Wade.  
MAIL:  Eugene Brucker Education Center - Annex 3

FAX: (619) 725-7070
(Before returning this form, make a copy for your files.)



ATTACHMENT B 
SAN DIEGO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Office of the Deputy Superintendent 
Assessment Services Department 

 
 

PARENT/GUARDIAN REQUEST TO EXEMPT STUDENT 
From Assessment(s) Administered 

as Part of District Testing, 2007 – 2008 School Year 
 

 
After due consideration, I as parent/guardian of ______________________________________ , 
 (Student Name) 
a student attending _____________________________________________________________ , 
 (School Name) 
request that the above-named student be exempted from participating in one or more of the 
assessments being administered during the 2007-2008 school year. 
 
Please DO NOT ADMINISTER the assessments which I have initialed below: 
 

  California Standards Tests – All subtests 
 
  ____ English Language Arts ____ Mathematics 
 
  ____ History-Social Science ____ Science  
 
  California Achievement Test, Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey) – All subtests  
  (Grades 3 and 7 only) 
 
  ____ Reading/Language Subtest ____ Spelling Subtest 
 
  ____ Mathematics Subtest ____ Science Subtest  
 
  California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) – All subtests 
 
  ____  English Language Arts ____  Mathematics    ____  Science 
 
  California Modified Assessment (CMA) – All subtests 
 
  ____  English Language Arts ____  Mathematics    ____  Science 
 
  Standards-Based Test in Spanish (STS) – All subtests 
 
  ____ English Language Arts ____ Mathematics 

  
  Aprenda, Third Edition (Aprenda 3) – All subtests 
 
  ____ Reading Subtests ____ Language Subtest ____ Spelling Subtest 
 
  ____ Mathematics Subtests 
 
  Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Writing Assessment 
  (Grades 4 and 7 only) 

 
 

    
 (Parent/Guardian Signature) (Date) 

Keep ORIGINAL on file.  Give a COPY to parent/guardian  



ANEXO B 
SAN DIEGO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Oficina del Superintendente Adjunto 
Departamento de Servicios de Evaluación 

 
 

SOLICITUD DEL PADRE/TUTOR PARA EXENTAR AL ALUMNO  
de la(s) evaluación(es) aplicadas 

como parte del Programa de Pruebas del Distrito, Año Escolar 2007 – 2008 
 

 
Después de considerar el asunto, yo, padre/madre/tutor de _____________________________, 
 (Nombre del Alumno) 
alumno que asiste a _____________________________________________________________ , 
 (Nombre de la Escuela) 
solicito se le excuse de participar en una o más de las evaluaciones que se aplicarán durante el año 
escolar 2007-2008. 
 
Por favor NO APLIQUE las evaluaciones junto a las cuales he puesto mis iniciales abajo: 
 

  Pruebas de Criterios de California – Todas las secciones 
 
  ____ Lenguaje/Inglés ____ Matemáticas 
 
  ____ Historia-Ciencias Sociales ____ Ciencias  
 
  Prueba de Aptitud de California, Encuesta de la Sexta Edición (Encuesta CAT/6) –  
  Todas las secciones (Sólo para el 3° y 7° grado) – Todas las secciones 
 
  ____ Sección Lectura/Lenguaje ____ Sección Ortografía 
 
  ____ Sección Matemáticas ____ Sección Ciencias 
 
  Evaluación Alternativa de Desempeño de California (CAPA) – Todas las secciones 
 
  ____  Lenguaje/Inglés ____  Matemáticas    ____  Ciencias 
 
  Evaluación modificada de California (CMA) – Todas las secciones 
 
  ____  Lenguaje/Inglés ____  Matemáticas    ____  Ciencias 
 
  Prueba en Español con Base en los Criterios (STS) – Todas las secciones 
 
  ____  Lenguaje/Inglés  ____ Matemáticas 

  
  Aprenda, Tercera Edición (Aprenda 3) – Todas las secciones 
 
  ____ Secciones Lectura ____ Sección Lenguaje ____ Sección Ortografía 
 
  ____ Secciones Matemáticas 
 
  Pruebas Estándar e Informes (STAR) Evaluación de Escritura 
  (Sólo para el 4° y 7° grado) 

 
 

    
 (Firma del Padre/Madre/Tutor) (Fecha) 

Keep ORIGINAL on file.  Give a COPY to parent/guardian  



ATTACHMENT C
SAN DIEGO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Office of the Deputy Superintendent
Assessment Services Department

CALIFORNIA STANDARDS TEST (CST)/CAT/6 SURVEY
ORDER FORM FOR GRADES 2 - 11 TEST MATERIALS

FOR VISUALLY IMPAIRED STUDENTS
SPRING 2008

School:

Principal's Signature:

Contact Person:

Indicate the NUMBER of large print and/or Braille test booklets needed for each grade level and/or content area.

NOTE: CST/CAT/6 SURVEY TEST BOOKLETS
• ALL students enrolled in one of the courses listed at the time of testing GRADE LARGE PRINT BRAILLE
must take the corresponding California Standards Test.  If a student has BOOKLETS BOOKLETS
completed one of the listed courses since last spring and is not enrolled 2
at the time of testing, he/she must take the corresponding California 3
Standards Test. 4
• ONLY students in Grades 9-11 who will have completed Algebra II 5
by the beginning of the testing window should take the High School 6
Mathematics Standards Test. 7
• ONLY students in Grades 8 and 9 who are NOT enrolled in Algebra I, 8
Geometry, Algebra II, Integrated Math 1, Integrated Math 2, or Integrated 9
Math 3 AND who have NOT completed Algebra II by the beginning of the 10
testing window should take the General Mathematics Standards Test. 11

Complete the bottom sections for Grades 7 - 11 students ONLY.

CALIFORNIA GRADE 8 GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 TOTAL
MATHEMATICS STANDARDS LARGE BRAILLE LARGE BRAILLE LARGE BRAILLE LARGE BRAILLE LARGE BRAILLE LARGE BRAILLE

TESTS PRINT PRINT PRINT PRINT PRINT PRINT

Algebra I (First-year Algebra)
Geometry N/A

Algebra II (Intermediate Algebra) N/A
Integrated Math 1 N/A
Integrated Math 2 N/A
Integrated Math 3 N/A
High School Math N/A N/A

General Mathematics N/A N/A N/A

CALIFORNIA GRADE 8 GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 TOTAL
SCIENCE STANDARDS LARGE BRAILLE LARGE BRAILLE LARGE BRAILLE LARGE BRAILLE LARGE BRAILLE

TESTS PRINT PRINT PRINT PRINT PRINT

Biology N/A
Chemistry N/A

Earth Science N/A
Integrated/Coordinated Science 1 N/A

Physics N/A

CALIFORNIA GRADE 8 GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 TOTAL
WORLD HISTORY STANDARDS LARGE BRAILLE LARGE BRAILLE LARGE BRAILLE LARGE BRAILLE LARGE BRAILLE

TEST PRINT PRINT PRINT PRINT PRINT

World History N/A N/A
Return by OCTOBER 5, 2007, to Barbara Wade.

MAIL: Eugene Brucker Education Center - Annex 3/FAX: (619) 725-7070
(Before returning this form, make a copy for your files.)

(See page 2 for Aprenda 3 Materials Order Form for test materials for visually impaired students for spring 2008)

GRADE 7
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